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Committee Activities  
 
U.S. Activities 
 
A field test to assess sustainable production rates for hydrate reservoirs on the North Slope of 
Alaska has been in the planning stages for over two years, with substantial funding from the 
U.S. Department of Energy. The test has been planned as an industry-scale, long-term 
operation that would extend for as long as two years. The operator, BP Exploration Alaska, had 
been working to obtain partner approval for over a year and a location for the test had been 
selected in Prudhoe Bay Field. Unfortunately, the BP test is currently on hold for reasons that a 
spokesperson for BP said would be announced at a later date.  
 
Another hydrate test on the North Slope has been proposed by ConocoPhillips and would test 
the concept of CO2 injection into a methane hydrate reservoir to determine the potential for 
methane production while permanently sequestering CO2. That test is currently waiting on 
partner approval, and it is uncertain whether it will be undertaken as originally planned in the 
upcoming winter.   
 
Results of the 2009 Gulf of Mexico hydrate drilling and logging program, undertaken by a 
consortium led by Chevron, are being prepared for publication. Among the most significant 
results from the 2009 program were the discovery of highly saturated gas hydrate 
accumulations in reservoir-quality sands in two of the three locations drilled, and the validation 
of the pre-drill predictive model. A follow-up program of coring and logging has been planned for 
2011, but has been pushed back to 2012 due to issues surrounding the Deepwater Horizon oil 
spill. These issues include the current drilling moratorium, questions regarding the future 
process for the issuance of deepwater drilling permits, and concerns about the availability and 
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cost of deepwater ships and equipment. Some level of geophysical site characterization may be 
undertaken in 2011. 
 
South Korean Activities 
 
A gas hydrate drilling program was conducted by South Korea during the summer of 2010 that 
targeted hydrate-bearing sands. Results of the program have not yet been released. This 
program is a follow-up to the successful hydrate drilling program conducted offshore South 
Korea in 2007. 
 
Japanese Activities 
 
A deepwater hydrate production test is planned for offshore Japan in fiscal 2012 (calendar 
2013). The test duration is currently planned for one week to one month, which will provide 
important information for MH21, the Japanese gas hydrate program, but will likely not be 
designed to yield high production rates. Site selection, test details, and other considerations are 
currently under review.  
 
Chinese Activities 
 
In late 2009, China released an initial report of the gas hydrate being recovered from the 
Tibetan Plateau. Given the large area with pressures and temperatures within which gas 
hydrate would be stable, this suggests a very large potential onshore gas resource base. 
 
Others 
 
Due to the nature of natural gas markets, commercial hydrate development will likely occur 
fastest in regions where demand is strong and supplies are limited; in particular, Japan, India, 
China, and South Korea. This interest and activity represents an opportunity for stronger 
interconnection with AAPG members outside of the U.S. 
 
The Gas Hydrate Committee’s role to the broader membership of AAPG has been limited as 
gas hydrate has been widely seen as a resource for the distant future. It was hoped that a 
successful production test in Prudhoe Bay would lead to a greater interest by AAPG members in 
the near term, with the committee playing an increasing role in communicating development in 
this field. The delay of this test will be a challenge to the development of gas hydrate as a 
commercial energy resource. 
 
The 2011 AAPG annual meeting in Houston includes Theme 4 – “Challenged Resource 
Frontiers” and should include hydrate oral and poster submissions. A “Friends of Gas Hydrate” 
committee meeting is planned. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

xxx 


