
AAPG-EMD Technical Sessions for 2005 Calgary Conference

After a very successful oil sands/unconventional resources session that was organized by
myself for the EMD at the annual Dallas meeting, I began in earnest this fall setting up the
upcoming AAPG-EMD oil sands/heavy oil poster and oral sessions for the upcoming 2005
Calgary Conference. Over 100 invitations were sent out; response so far has been favourable:

Out of 34 responses so far (the abstract deadline is not until Nov. 12)
 15 Positive responses -- 3 poster, 11 oral, and 1 poster or oral
 6 Positive responses, not a firm commitment as yet, but a possibility with high liklihood

of participation
 9 Negative responses, mainly people are too busy elsewhere at the conference, and/or

there is unliklihood of getting permission from companies
 4 emails returned without a forwarding address.

I am monitoring this on a fairly regular interval -- every two or three days. One or two minor
glitches with the AAPG website, including one abstract that did not come through, only the
title, and not the author either; but was able to resolve this through technical help at aapg.

I had planned to run an oil sands field trip, but it was cancelled by the organizing committee,
due to high cost, and a similar trip being run prior to the conference by the SEPM. I had
spent a fair bit of time on organizing and updating a field guide for the trip, and am now
looking at an alternative conference venue in August of 2005 to run the trip.

AAPG-EMD Website

I sent a comprehensive reference list for posting to the website, and as far as I know this has
been received favourably. One result so far has been a new industry player with interest in
setting up an oil sands mine came to my office for a few hours to go over references and new
information on the oil sands; he was also planning to go to Edmonton to visit the Alberta
Geological Survey library.

AAPG-EMD Memberships

I have posted in the government offices notices for EMD Membership, and have taken the
brochures as handouts to technical meetings, so far limited response.

AAPG-EMD Oil Sands Committee

I have approached a couple of people in the oil sands to work on the committee with me. So
far, one is interested, but he has to join AAPG first; and the other two belong to AAPG but
haven't gotten back to me yet.

I will keep working on this.


