
Publications Of Interest 
Minerals Exploration Alert - a n  A.G.I. bi- 

weekly information delivery system designed to 
help geoscience professionals stay abreast of im- 
portant new developments in mineral exploration 
geology. (Uranium) $350 per year. For more in- 
formation contact: American Geological Institute, 
Customer Service Department 101, 5205 Leesburg 
Pike, Falls Church, Va. 22041. 

Energy Exploration and Exploitation - a 
new quarterly journal published in England (tar 
sands, oil shale, coal and synthetic liquid and 
gaseous derivatives, uranium and thorium). Â£4 
by airmail. Â£3 surface mail. Publisher: Graham 
and Trotman, Ltd., Bond Street House, 14 Clifford 
Street, London, W1X lRD, United Kingdom. 

Uranium - a new quarterly journal; the first 
issue is scheduled to appear i n  January 1982. For 
more information contact: Keith Foley, Elsevier 
Scientific Publishing Company, P.O. Box 330, 1000 
AH Amsterdam, The Netherlands. 

KTaclear Active - published twice a year by 
the Atomic Energy Board of South Africa. For 
more information contact: Naomi Eliovson, Box 
78687, Sandton, 2146, Transvaal, South Africa. 
(Latest issue had an Interesting article on  
uranium i n  coal in the Springbok Flats Coal Field 
of the Northern Transvaal. This field h a s  received 
considerable publicity over the past  18 months 
and is regarded as important enough for 
economic production. At the present time, a dril- 
ling and development program is underway i n  a n  
effort to evaluate grade and reserves. Similarly, 
pre-concentration tests involving roasting, leach- 
Ing, pyrolysis, gasification, and hydrogenation are  
underway i n  the laboratory.) 

Geothermal Resources of Utah, published 
free of charge by the Utah Geological and Mineral 
Survey, 606 Black Hawk Way, Salt Lake City, Utah 
84108. 

Annual Review of Energy, volume 6, 1981, 
published by Annual Reviews, Inc., 4139 El 
Camino Way, Palo Alto, Calif. 94306. 

AAPQ Bulletin, v. 65, Oct. 1981, Energy miner- 
als developments for each commodity of interest 
to EMD members. 
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Oil  Shale 
Oil  shale development has  received several set- 

backs in the last year. Exxon's mothballing of the 
Colony project coming on the heels of similar ac- 
tion at  the Occidental~Tenneco Cathedral Bluff site, 
has caused general concern about the viability of 
oil shale synfuel production. Uncertain product 
prices, soaring project cost estimates, high in- 
terest rates, a generally deteriorating economic 
climate coupled with a somewhat unfavorable in- 
stitutional climate are the reasons given for the 
indefinite suspension of the two projects. 

I t  seems a shame that the early interest in 
linear programming simulation of the "market 
place" by some segments of industry and govern- 
ment has  declined. The simulations turned out to 
be a truly formidable task and perhaps not worth 
the effort. Yet the technique probably supplied the 
best estimates of the effects of decisions available. 

Perhaps if the Federal government had a state- 
of-the-art program available, and used it  to assist 
in making some of the energy related recommen- 
dations, then the necessity of looking a t  the "to- 
tal" picture and assessing the impacts on the 
economy of this "space ship" earth would have 
resulted in. a different course of action. 

For example a recent Fluor Corp. study sug- 
gested that aggressive synfuel development would 
stretch the country's steel plate, fabrication, engi- 
neering, etc., capabilities. Looking at  the some- 
what dismal picture in these segments of the 
economy, might lead one to believe they just 
might enjoy that sort of exercise. 

There is certainly a need for a n  energy policy 
that is somehow forced to look at  the big picture, 
put in  some quantitative evaluation factors, do ex- 
tensive sensitivity analysis, and set up  a feedback 
analysis to ascertain the validity of the basic as- 
sumptions. I n  general get away from rule-of- 
thumb decision making. Especially when there 
seems to be almost as many rules as there are 
thumbs. 

A resource that is equivalent to about one-half 
of the estimated total ultimate worldwide oil and 
gas production is located in the oil shale of just 
the Piceance Basin In Colorado. Our big drilling 
push of last year resulted in a F/z percent decline 
in  the oil reserves of the majors. 

If we are going to do something rational about 
our energy situation, then the government needs 
to do something rational about our energy policy 
- the biggest uncertainty in industry planning is 
probably the future course of Federal regulations. 
These possible regulations impact critically on 
almost all the long range development decisions 
that are made. 

February Executive 
Committee Meeting 

Highlights 
The Rocky Mountain Coal Symposium, to be 

held in Park City, Utah in May, will again be in 
part  sponsored by EMD. The Executive Committee 
will provide support through mailings and other 
publicity. The proceedings will be published by the 
Utah Geological Survey. 

J im Palmer reported that  EMD's Eastern Sec- 
tion will co-sponsor a full-day symposium on the 
application of geology to coal mining at  the AAPG 
Eastern Section meeting, October 1982. 

EMD will be involved in the European Energy 
meeting to be held in  July 1984. Jack Pedersen 
has requested EMD input for this endeavor. Mem- 
bers are urged to contact Jack. 

The Executive Committee approved a motion to 
add the AAPG Circum-Pacific Section to the EMD 
list of sections in  the EMD bylaws. 

Merv Rogan noted that EMD has 40 Canadian 
members, 15 of which are located in  Calgary. He 
requested that the Committee and the member- 
ship consider publications on Canadian EMD top- 
ics and perhaps a reprinting in a single volume of 
existing EMD papers. He suggested the possibility 
of holding Rocky Mountain Coal Symposiums in 
Calgary. 

May Executive 
Committee 
Highlights 

May 26,1982 

I n  regards to the 1984 EMD annual meeting, 
the Executive Committee has recommended that it 
be held In conjunction with the AAPG Sectional 
Meeting in Salt Lake City in Fall 1984, and it was 
suggested that Mr. Howard Ritzma take the job as 
EMD Chairman for the meeting. 

AAPG general convention in Dallas in  1983 will 
have EMD participation. Three sessions are 
scheduled: (1) Gulf Coast Lignite, (2) Uranium, 
Coal, (3) Oi l  Shale Tar Sands. 

 hea annual report of the EMD is due by the sec- 
ond or third week of July. 

The AAPG will be queried as to whether the 
EMD is to receive any income from schools and 
seminars which are Energy Minerals related such 
as  the AAPG Coal School. 



Nominating Committee 
The EMD Nominating Committee needs help in  

locating candidates for Officer and Councillor slots 
for the spring 1983 elections for terms beginning 
July 1, 1983. Officer candidates are needed for Vice 
PresidentIPresident Elect and Secretary-Treasurer, 
Councillor candidates for the Gulf Coast, South- 
west, Canada, and Circum-Paciflc Sections. 

Personnel are needed for the various EMD 
committees, which are Coal, Nuclear Minerals, 
Publications, Annual Meeting-Dallas, Annual 
Meeting-Salt Lake City, Geothermal, O i l  Shale, Tar 
Sands, Outreach, Remote Sensing, Education, 
Water Resources, Newsletter, and Nominating. 

Members interested in serving as officer candi- 
dates or on committees, or wishing to suggest 
names of qualified people, should contact: 
Nominating Committee Chairman, R. L. Fuchs, 
Geosystems Corp., P.O. Box 352, Westport, Conn. 
06881. 

Call For Papers 
As a first step in establishing a strong and reg- 

ular EMD publications program, the Publications 
Committee has begun to solicit technical papers 
for collections that could be part  of, or periodical 
Issues of, the regular AAPG Bulletin. The first col- 
lection is scheduled to be published in  the Bulletin 
during the first quarter of 1983. 

Contributions should relate to the occurrence, 
discovery, evaluation, or development of any earth 
materials, other than conventional oil and gas, 
capable of being used for energy production. These 
include coal, uranium, oil shale, tar sands, and 
geothermal fluids, as  well as  other minerals, re- 
quired for their production or  use (catalysts, fuel 
rod cladding, etc.). 

Contributions should be sent to Hugh Douglas, 
Editor, Hugh Douglas & Co. Ltd., 534 Pacific Av- 
enue, San Francisco, Calif. 94133; William L. 
Chenoweth, Associate Editor, Department of 
Energy, P.O. Box 2567, Grand Junction, Colo. 
81502; or John  W. Gabelman, Chairman Publica- 
tions Committee, Utah International Inc., 550 
California Street, San Francisco, Calif. 94104. 

Recent Coal Events 
Among recent events, the AAPG conducted a 

course, "Coal Bearing Sequences - Modern 
Geological Concepts for Exploration and Develop- 
ment," March 82-26, 198E in  Albuquerque, New 

Mexico. AAPG also sponsored a field seminar, 
"Carboniferous Coals," May 10-14 in  Morgantown, 
West Virginia. The seminar was lead by represen- 
tatives from industry, USGS, and West Virginia 
University and was designed to give engineers and 
coal geologists basic information on geologic fac- 
tors which affect and control coal quantity and 
quality. 

The Iron and Steel Society of the American In- 
stitute of Mining, Metallurgical, and Petroleum 
Engineers, Inc., held their 65th Steelmaking Con- 
ference, 41st Ironmaking Conference, and 3rd 
Process Technology Conference, March 28-31, 
1982 in Pittsburgh, Pa. There were 16 papers re- 
lated to coal, coke and coal blend optimization in 
cokemaking. The contributions centered around 
coal carbonization. The contributions were inter- 
national i n  scope. 

The semiannual meeting of American Society of 
Testing and Materials (ASTM) DO5 on Gaseous 
Fuels, Coal and Coke; Atmospheric Analysis met 
in  Toronto, Canada, on May 9-12, 1982. This group 
wrote the testing procedures on coal and coke 
that are most widely accepted and used in  the 
United States. 

The American Milling Congress Coal Convention 
was held in  St. Louis, Missouri, May 9-12. 

Ted Beaumont has prepared a reprint volume of 
selected EMD-related papers from the AAPG Bulle- 
tins. The volume commemorates the fifth an- 
niversary of EMD. I t  was sent to EMD members 
before the annual meeting in  Calgary. 

Samuel A. Friedrnan of the Oklahoma Geological 
Survey is preparing a report covering the irnpor- 
tant events in  coal for the past year. The report 
will be included i n  the special September issue of 
the AAPG Bulletin, titled the World Developments 
Issue. 

Robert L. Fuchs, president of EMD has notified 
Russell R. Butcher that the EMD-Executive Com- 
mittee, has reviewed the matter of EMD coopera- 
tion with the GSA Coal Division on preparation of 
the DNAG Coal Reserves Volume and endorsed the 
concept. Mr. Fuchs has Instructed Ralph Gray, 
EMD Coal Committee Chairman, and J im Palmer, 
Eastern Section Councillor, to work directly to 
implement this work. 

European Meeting 
AAPG has approved a European Conference In 

Geneva, scheduled for July 15-18, 1984. Mr. P.W.J. 
Wood, Exxon Corp., N.Y., is General Chairman. 

Mr. Wood said the tentative title is "Fossil Fuels 
of Europe." This would include the origin and oc- 
currence of the various fields, and the geological 
events that led to their formation. Dr. John  
Dewey, formerly of Syracuse (presently with 



Durham University in  England) has been ap- 
pointed Technical Program Chairman. Authors 
from both industry and academia are to be 
included. 

The role of Energy Minerals Division has  two 
aspects - providing technical support (number 
and source of papers) and attracting attendees. 

Working with Gordon Wood, Vice Chairman, we 
have identified potential authors from the Ger- 
man and Polish coal industry. Nowell Donovan 
has identified authors and contacts for oil shale, 
coal and uranium in the British Isles. Ruffin 
Rackley will contact John  Patterson, who cur- 
rently resides in  Geneva, and requests that he be 
the "on the ground" liaison person for EMD. Other 
persons are being sought or contracted to provide 
uranium papers and for liaison work in  France. 

Tentative program plans provide two alterna- 
tives: (1) Participating with the main AAPG ses- 
sion until the topics become oil and gas occur- 
rence related; then convening separate sessions 
for Energy Minerals: (2 )  Having the energy min- 
erals papers embedded in the general AAPG 
session. 

The Convention is being structured so that 
there are two types of field trips - purely techni- 
cal for those desiring in-depth involvement, and 
geological/asthetic, which would allow couples to 
be participants. These trips would be scheduled 
prior to and after the Geneva meetings. This 
would require initiation or termination of trips at  
cities other than Geneva. This situation is neces- 
sitated by the limited air service to Geneva. 

Upcoming Events 
Sep. 82-23, The Fourth Briefing on O i l  Shale 

Research Conducted at Lawrence Liver- 
more National Laboratory CLLlWL),  Liver- 
more, Calif. The briefing is designed for profes- 
sionals with a technical background and in- 
terest i n  oil shale properties, processes and re- 
search in  this field, and is Intended to inform 
the attendees of up-to-date research being con- 
ducted by LLNL scientists. Preregistration re- 
quired. Contact: Linda Tripp, Conference Direc- 
tor, Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, 
Oil Shale Project, L-207, P.O. Box 808, Liver- 
more, Calif. 94550. (415) 422-6454. 

Oct. 6-8, Applications of Geology in  Coal Min- 
lug, Buffalo, N.Y. Held in conjunction with 
AAPG Eastern Section Meeting. Proceedings of 
the symposium will be submitted to the Energy 
Minerals Division for consideration as  a special 
publication. Contact: James E. Palmer, 
Woodward-Clyde Consultants, Mattoon, 111. or C. 
Brian Trask, Illinois State Geological Survey, 
Champaign, 111. 

Oct. 14-17, A field trip to study the lignite of 
the Gulf Coastal Plain of Texas and 
Louisiana is scheduled as a pre-GSA meeting 
field trip to begin in  Dallas and end in  New Or- 
leans. Contact: C. G. Groat, Louisiana Geological 
Survey, Box G, University Station, Baton Rouge, 
La. 70893. 

Geothermal Discovery In 
California 

California Energy Company and partners have 
discovered a major geothermal field i n  the Coso 
area of the Naval Weapons Center, China Lake, 
Calif. The discovery well produces steam. Four 
subsequent "hot water" wells were completed and 
the economic feasibility seems assured. A pro- 
posed geothermal plant will produce the equiva- 
lent of 150 million gallons of fuel oil during a 30 
year period, the Navy estimates. About 90% of the 
Coso geothermal field is on Navy land. 

Rocky Mountain Coal 
Scholarship Program 

The Symposium on Coal Geology of the Rocky 
Mountains has accumulated surplus funds after 
each symposium. These surplus funds were ini- 
tially intended as seed money for up-front ex- 
penses for the next year's symposium. At this 
time there is a surplus of funds that through pru- 
dent investment could yield a yearly scholarship. 
Consideration is currently being given to the es- 
tablishment of such a scholarship program. 

AAPG Studies In Geology #13 - 
Uranium In Volcanic & 

Volcaniclastic Rocks 

The Energy Minerals Division announces the 
publication of AAPG Studies in  Geology No. 13, ti- 
tled Uranium in  Volcanic and Volcaniclastic 
Rocks. This volume contains 23  articles, and is 
largely the product of a Symposium of the same 
title sponsored partly by the EMD in  1980. Arti- 
cles of general interest and areal studies i n  the 
Basin and Range Province of western North 
America are included. 


