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Energy Minerals Division 
Executive Committee Meeting 

June 3, 1981 
San Francisco, Calif. 

The minutes of the expanded executive committee 
meeting held in Albuquerque on April 12, 1981 were 
approved. The executive committee also authorized that  
liaison be established with Geosat for further 
promotion and study i n  the field of remote sensing. 
Further, the committee requested that  the AAPG 
executive committee designate EMD as the agent and 
acting organization for this liaison. 

Chairman Barlow of the AAPG environmental 
committee had requested that the Association play a 
larger role in  waste disposal matters, particularly 
nuclear waste disposal. J ohn  Gabelman will contact 
Barlow and follow up  on this request. 

EMD has received a letter from T. E. Kelly of 
Geohydrology, requesting tha t  the Division establish a 
committee on  water resources. The executive committee 
felt that  this request from a member deserved further 
investigation. 

A new AAPG publication on coal is under 
consideration within the Association, compiled by 
Woodfork and Donaldson. Frank Kottlowski wfll look 
further into EMD sponsorship and supervision of this 
work. 

Also on coal, another Rocky Mountain Coal 
Symposium Is under consideration for May of 1982, i n  
Utah. 

The 1985 AAPG annual meeting is scheduled for Mew 
Orleans, which could be a possible occasion for a 
separate EMD annual meeting with Phoenix or  Tucson 
being likely sites. Jack Pederson will investigate these 
localities and report back to the executive committee on 
the feasibility of such a meeting. 

A new nominating committee was formed on July 1, 
comprised of Fred Scheerer, Jack Pederson and a third 
person yet to be chosen. 

Sam Friedman will remain on  the AAF'G convention 
committee as  the delegate from EMD. 

The executive committee authorized EMD 
co-sponsorship of the anthracite coal trip to be held at  
the Atlantic Margin energy meeting i n  Atlantic City in 
October. 

The nominating committee, headed by Fred Scheerer, 
has  proposed a slate of interim sectional councillors 
and other committee chairmen to hold office during 
1981-82, until elections are  held in the Spring of 1962. 
This list was approved by the executive committee, and 
Pederson will notify the individuals named. 

Robert L. Fuchs, President 
AAPG Energy Minerals Division 
P.O. Box 979 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74101 

Fuchs reviewed those areas which he would like to 
direct the efforts of the new executive committee and 
the Division during the 1981-82 year. These are  staffing 
and membership, geothermal program and liaison with 
the Geothermal Resources CouncU, and publications 
and services to members. 

The preliminary meeting calendar for 1981-82 was 
also discussed. The next meeting of the executive 
committee will be on  September 28, in Denver. The 
EMD fall councillors' meeting will be held at  the GSA 
convention in Cincinnati, on  November 2. The executive 
committee will meet i n  Calgary in  late April, about the 
29th or 30th, and the annual business meeting will be 
held i n  Calgary on June  27. 

Fuchs said that  he would ask Pat Scher of the 
membership committee to look into the costs of having 
an  EMD booth a t  the GSA Meeting in  Cincinnati and in  
Calgary. 

Geocongress 1981 
Twenty American Geologists attended Geocongress 

'81 held in Pretoria, South Africa July 5 - 10. A 
highlight of the Congress was the address of Dr. Dennis 
P. Toens, president of the South African Geological 
Society and director for nuclear resources of the Atomic 
Energy Board there. 

I n  his keynote address, "Uranium Deposits in  The 
Geologic Time Frame," Toens displayed a breakdown of 
world uranium reserves by type, district and geologic 
age. Such a presentation tends to underscore the 
dominent importance of the Uraniferous Pre-Cambrian 
quartz pebble conglomerates of the Witwatersrand and 
Elliott Lake districts as major long range sources for 
over 30 percent of the western world's uranium. 
production. Toens also touched on the effect of 
changing atmospheric conditions from anoxegenic in  
Archaen time to normal oxygen weathering conditions 
prevailing through Paleozoic to recent. 

Apart from our councillor John  Gabelman, there are 
very few geologists who have studied and published as  
many uranium occurrences as  Dr. Toens. 

Geothermal Committee Reorganized 
The EMD geothermal committee has  been reorganized 

and is now comprised of Bob Greider, president of 
Geothermal Resources, Inc., and J i m  Combs, president 
of Geothermal Services. The committee's major concern 
at  this time is in preparing a summary and highlights 
paper for inclusion i n  the AAF'G BULLETIN. 



President's Message 
July 1st marked the beginning of the new business 

year for the Energy Minerals Division, significant i n  
that EMD began operations in  the new organizational 
formal, developed through the work of Fred Scheerer's 
SWAMP Committee. The structure of our Division now 
incorporates geographical sections, i n  addition to 
commodities. 

Coal, geothermal, nuclear, oil shale and ta r  sands will 
continue to be the concerns of EMD, with each 
commodity area headed by a committee chairman. 
However, every AAPG section i n  the United States and 
abroad will be represented by a sectional councillor 
with full responsibility for EMD activities i n  that 
geographic area. This new organization will bring EMD 
into much closer contact 'with its members a t  the 
section and local society level. 

During 1981-82, EMD officers will concentrate their 
efforts in three principal directions: papers, 
publications and publicity. 

Papers are the backbone of a technical society. I n  the 
broad sense they are the means of accumulating and 
disseminating knowledge. EMD has made important 
strides in  presenting interesting technical programs a t  
national and sectional meetings. A star t  has  been made 
on field seminars, while short courses and research 
conferences are in  the planning stage. We expect to use 
our new organization to the fullest extent to maintain 
and expand technical meeting activities, to add to the 
list of field seminars, and to provide offerings of a 
specialized nature to the members. 

Publications document the knowledge dissemination 
activities of the Division. The AAPG BULLETIN has been 
the principal journal for EMD publication. Several 
official volumes are being prepared, and there are ideas 
being discussed for commodity quarterlies and annual 
development reports. Matters of temporal interest 
concerning EMD business can be reported i n  this 
newsletter and in the AAFG EXPLORER. 

Publicity in  the broad sense is the exposure of EMD 
to AAPG members not part of the Division, to natural 
resource scientists not members of AAPG and to 
Division members whose involvement to date has  been 
minimal. The outreach committee, under Pat Scher, has  
primary responsibility for membership expansion. EMD 
Officers will work on the cultivation of close 
relationships with outside organizations, such as  SEG 

and the Geothermal Resources Council. Sectional 
councillors will be instrumental i n  involving our 
present membership. 

1981-82 will be another growth year for EMD. The 
importance of this professional organization in  
expanding the horizons of members has been 
demonstrated on a limited basis, since we have not had 
the organizational means to reach fully the energy 
minerals exploration profession. The tools are now in 
hand, and work is underway. 

Robert L. Fuchs 
President 

September Executive Council 
Meeting Slated 

The next EMD executive committee meeting will be 
held in  Denver on September 28. All EMD members are 
welcome to attend and contribute to the discussion of 
future EMD programs and activities. 

A meeting location has not been determined, but 
members interested i n  attending are invited in 
mid-September to call Norb Cygan a t  Chevron 
Resources, Golden, Colo., (303) 279-8692, or Bob Fuchs, 
(203) 226-6836. 

Oil  Shale Papers Wanted 
"Oil Shale - An Overview for the 80s," is the theme 

of the Division's oil shale session next June at the 
AAFG annual meeting i n  Calgary. The EMD oil shale 
committee is looking for papers that will match this 
concept. 



Participation in 
VPG Program Urged 

Since its inception i n  1974, the AAPG Visiting 
Petroleum. Geologist program has  served a valuable 
purpose i n  acquainting students and faculty of 
university geology departments with various facets of 
the geology profession which are not par t  of a normal 
curriculum. 

The VPG spends from one to two days on campus i n  
informal contact with the faculty, students, 
administration and sometimes, university community 
members. This contact ranges from formal lectures on 
energy problems and mineral exploration to coffee 
conferences with graduate and undergraduate students. 

A VPG is especially valuable to eastern or midwestern 
geology departments where the geologic profession is 
not a s  much in the public eye as  i n  the Rockies o r  on 
the Gulf Coast. 

Recently, there have been more request8 t han  there 
are geologists in the program. Only a few EMD 
members are  participants in  the VPG program, and 
more geologists are  needed. If you are interested In the 
program, please note the following qualifications: 

An Interest and ability to communicate with students 
about the profession; sufficient and varied experience 
especially i n  commodities other than  oil and gas; the 
ability to spare the time for two or three visits during 
the academic year; a n  ability to answer or get the 
answers to scientific and technical questions; and be 
able to handle hostile questions. 

Finally, the prospective VPG should understand 
expenses involved. The university absorbs 
accommodations, meals and local transportation 
expenses. The geologist o r  employer is responsible for 
other charges incurred. 

EMD members interested i n  the VPG program should 
contact Ted Beaumont, AAPG Headquarters, P.O. Box 
979, Tulsa, Okla., 74101, (918) 584-2555. 

USGS Uranium Paper Released 
The USGS has published professional paper 1161 on 

"Uranium In Precambrian Quartz Pebble 
Conglomerates." This paper tabulates and annotates the 
results of the well-attended workshops held on this 
subject i n  1975 in Golden, Colo. 

Frank Armstrong, USGS, is the editor of the 
publication, with contributing authors from South 
Africa, Canada, Germany and the United States. 

Division Issues 
Calgary Call For Papers 

The 1982 AAPG convention will be held i n  Calgary. 
June  27  - July 1, 1982. EMD will be sponsoring 
separate as well as  joint technical presentations and 
poster sessions. Abstracts must be submitted by 
November 1, 1982, and must meet the following 
requirements: typewritten, double-spaced and no more 
than  250 words (see the AAPG BULLETIIT for farther 
details). 

EMD vice president Henri Wennekers will be program 
chairman for Division sessions. He has  proposed 
sessions on "Coal - From Mapping to Mining," "Oil 
Shales - Exploration, Development and Case 
Histories," "Geology of nuclear Fuel Stocks," 
"Geothermal Energy - Geology and Development," and 
"Tar Sands - Exploration, Development and Case 
Histories." 

Wennekers is also looking for poster sessions on the 
same topics. He can be contacted a t  Kasa Oil and Gas, 
Inc., 20040 Kipling Square, 611 Tenth Ave., S.W., 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada, T2R, OB2. 

Revised EMD Bylaws Passed 
The revised EMD bylaws as recorded i n  the May 1981 

EMD Newsletter, were passed by a unanimous vote a t  
the Division's business meeting held during the recent 
AAPG convention in San Francisco. 

Field Seminar Postponed 
The Uhta Basin field Seminar scheduled for September 1961 has 

been postponed until the Spring of 1988. Exact iatei will be 
announced later. 


