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             AAPG LATIN AMERICA AND CARIBBEAN REGION PRESIDENT

I would like to start my term as Region president by thanking 
those who have dedicated their time, talent and energy to 

making the Region what it is today. We send a special thanks 
to Miguel Ramirez, who served four years as president and 
past-President (2011-15); Victor Ramirez (2013-15), who will 
now transition to past president; and Patricio Marshall (2013-
15), outgoing vice president, who will continue to serve our 
Region in the area of membership recruitment. Thanks to 
Antonio and Velasquez and Ignacio Iregui for their roles in the 
growth of student and young professionals (YP) chapters. We 
look forward to their continued service to the region as Visiting 
Geoscientists. 

We look forward to continuing to work with Pedro Alarcon and 
Xavier Moonan in their new capacities of president-elect and 
treasurer, and we welcome incoming Vice President Sylvia Anjos 
and delegate Romina Portas to the team. 

The AAPG Latin America and Caribbean Region has an 
exciting two years ahead. 

The AAPG-SEG International Conference and Exhibition (ICE) 
2016 in Cancun, Mexico promises to be one of the largest and 
most important events for petroleum geoscientists in the history 
of our Region. As with ICE Cartagena in 2013, we will take 
advantage of this opportunity to strengthen our connection with 
professionals, government officials, regulatory agencies, young 
professionals and students from the region and the world. 
National energy reforms, developments in unconventional 
resources, offshore discoveries and optimization of production 
in mature fields provide exciting new opportunities for training 

and topics for our popular Geoscience Technology Workshops 
(GTWs). We will continue to use these workshops as an avenue 
to maintain our presence in countries in the region and to 
provide interesting technical content to our membership. This 
year we will have a workshop in Lima, Peru Oct. 15-16 to discuss 
how to increase recovery factors in mature oil and gas fields. 
We are considering several alternatives for next year, and we will 
make some announcements soon. 

Our ever-growing population of students and young 
professionals will continue bringing life and new ideas to the 
Region, and our 10 Affiliated Societies will continue doing great 
work in their countries. We look forward to supporting them and 
partnering in their initiatives. 

Finally, I encourage all Latin America and Caribbean members 
to stay active, get involved and invite fellow geoscientists to be 
a part of this organization that provides endless innumerable 
opportunities for professional and personal growth. 

If you have ideas about how to make our Region more 
relevant to you, feel free to contact us. We look forward to 
serving you. 

Victor Vega
Latin America and 
Caribbean Region President 

I would like to take advantage 
of this opportunity to write 
to you on behalf of the new 
leadership team and to thank 
those who served before us. Our 
success always depends on a 
collaborative team approach, 
and I feel we have achieved that 
over the last few years.

Victor Vega
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            RECENT NEWS

AAPG members in the Caribbean now receive special recognition 
thanks to a bylaws amendment approved at the House of 

Delegates meeting held in Denver on May 31. 
Nine delegates from Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Peru, Trinidad 

and Tobago and Venezuela attended the meeting to support a 
bylaws change to formalize the name “Latin America and the 
Caribbean” for the area stretching from Mexico to the Southern 
Cone. 

The AAPG Constitution and Bylaws Committee recommended 
changing the names of international regions to reflect common 
use. Previously, the region was called the “Mexican, Central 
American and South American Region.” 

The bylaws change passed unanimously. 
For Region President Victor Ramirez, adding “the Caribbean” 

to the region name provides a formal way to recognize countries 
that are culturally and linguistically different from Latin American 
countries and that also serve as key partners.

“The Caribbean has become a very important arena for economic 
growth in the region and must be seen as an integral part of its 
development,” he said. 

Krishna Persad, president of the Geological Society of Trinidad 
and Tobago said the change reflects a reality both for AAPG and for 
the energy industry. 

“The Caribbean has not become a strong area for oil and gas 
production and is set to become even larger and to persist for a 
long time,” he said.  

Xavier Moonan, Region delegate with Centrica Energy in Trinidad 
and Tobago, described the outcome as great news.

“This solidifies the Caribbean voice in AAPG affairs and is 
testament to the steadily growing geoscience community in the 
Caribbean,” he said. 

Approximately 4 percent of AAPG members in the Latin American 
and Caribbean Region come from Caribbean countries, including 
Trinidad and Tobago, Jamaica, Barbados, Belize and St. Martin.

Many of those members gathered in Port-of-Spain in May for 
the 20th Caribbean Geological Conference, which drew 326 people 
from 65 companies and 26 countries for technical sessions, an 
exhibition, a Caribbean Plate Tectonics Symposium, two short 
courses and five field trips.

Members from the University of the West Indies (UWI) – St. 
Augustine Student Chapter and the Trinidad and Tobago Young 
Professionals Chapter served as event volunteers and recruited 
new members to AAPG. 

Moonan, incoming Region treasurer for 2015-17, said he is 
excited about the momentum building in the Caribbean. 

“We eagerly anticipate more Caribbean-hosted AAPG events 
and will work hand-in-hand with our Latin American colleagues to 
support such growth.”

Activities under way include a Geosciences Technology 
Workshop in Port of Spain in 2016, the expansion of the Visiting 
Geoscience Program in the Caribbean and a new AAPG student 
chapter in Jamaica.

New Region Name Approved at 
AAPG House of Delegates Meeting 

Nine representatives from Latin America and the Caribbean attended the AAPG House of Delegates meeting on May 31. Front row, left to right: Kurt Bayer, Walter Sebastian Bayer, 
Pedro Alarcon, Patricio Marshall, Flavio Feijo, Gustavo Carstens. Back row, left to right: Curtiss Archie, Arturo Huaccho, Hans Krause.

UWI Student Chapter members Brenden Mohammed, Amrit Coobal and Adele 
Harrypresad working at the AAPG booth at the 20th Caribbean Geological Conference 
in Port of Spain. 
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            LEADERSHIP SPOTLIGHT   

The AAPG Latin America and Caribbean Region 
welcomes four familiar faces to their new roles on the 
Region leadership team.  

PEDRO ALARCON, of Lima, Peru, will serve as president-elect for 
2015-17 and Region president for 2017-19.

Alarcon holds a bachelor’s in geology and a master’s in 
geological engineering from the Universidad Nacional San Agustin 
of Arequipa, Arequipa, Peru.

Professional experience includes working 20 years for Occidental 
Petroleum in Peru, Colombia, Argentina and the 
United States, and 16 years working as development 
and exploration manager for SAVIA Peru. He 
currently works as an oil and gas E&P consultant 
based in Lima. 

Alarcon joined AAPG in 1979, and served as 
Latin America Region vice president in 2011-13 and 
treasurer for 2013-15. He served on the Technical 
Program Committee for ICE Cartagena 2013 and 
Organizing Committee for GTW Peru 2013. 

Alarcon belongs to the Geological Society of Peru, where he 
served as vice president in 2008-09 and president in 2010-11. He 
also is a member of Peru’s College of Engineers.  

Responsibilities as president-elect include representing the AAPG 
at events and overseeing educational sessions and workshops, 
including GTW Peru in Lima in October 2015.

SYLVIA ANJOS, of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, will 
serve as Region vice president for the 2015-17 
term.

Anjos received her Bachelor of Science in 
geology from the Federal University of Rio de 
Janeiro and her master’s and doctorate from 
the University of Illinois in the United States.

She has more than 30 years’ experience 
holding positions of increasing responsibility 
in Petrobras and the Petrobras Research 
Center, and currently serves as general manager of geology applied 
to exploration in Rio de Janeiro.

Anjos co-chaired technical sessions at AAPG events, including 
ICE Brazil 2009, GTW Brasil 2012 and ICE Cartagena 2013. She 
served as general co-chair of GTW Brasil 2014 and general co-chair 
of the Brazilian Petroleum Conference in 2015.

She is very involved with the Brazilian Association of Petroleum 
Geologists (ABGP), serving as vice president for 2010-12 and 
president for 2013-15.

She will continue to support AAPG and ABGP events in her role 
as Region vice president, which also includes supervision of the 
Region’s Student and Young Professional chapters.

XAVIER MOONAN, of Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, 
assumes the role of Region treasurer for 2015-17.  

Moonan has a bachelor’s in geology from the University of 
the West Indies – St. Augustine campus in 
Trinidad and a master’s of structural geology 
with geophysics from the University of Leeds, 
London, England. He received a Fellowship 
from the Organization of American States and 
a Petrotrin Corporate scholarship and a “Top 10 
Presentation Award” at the AAPG ICE in Milan.  

His professional experience includes work 
with Petrotrin and Geoservices in Trinidad and 
Tobago. He currently works as senior geologist at 
Centrica Energy in Port of Spain.

Moonan has spent the last two years serving as a Region 
delegate and as president and past-president of the Geological 
Society of Trinidad and Tobago (GSTT). In addition to AAPG, he is 
a member of the EAGE, the Houston Geological Society and the 
Professional Association of Diving Instructors.

He led field trips to Trinidad and Venezuela and started the 
GSTT’s Facebook page. He also served as convener of the 20th 
Caribbean Geological Conference and GTW Trinidad and Tobago 
events held in Port of Spain in 2015.

Moonan is a strong advocate of student activities and recently 
joined AAPG’s Visiting Geoscientist Program. As Region treasurer, 
he will help to develop and oversee the Region budget and business 
plan and will continue to support the expansion of AAPG across the 
Caribbean. 

ROMINA PORTAS, a Venezuelan native living in Houston, joins 
the leadership team as the Region’s tenth representative to the 
AAPG House of Delegates. Her term runs from 2015-18. 

Portas holds a bachelor’s degree in geophysical engineering 
from Simón Bolívar University in Caracas, Venezuela and a master’s 
in geology from the University of Oklahoma. Her professional 
experience includes working with ConocoPhillips and Total E&P in 
a broad range of exploration and development 
geological plays, both onshore and offshore. She 
currently holds a position of senior geophysicist 
with ConocoPhillips in Houston. 

Portas has been an AAPG member since 2005. 
She also belongs to the Society of Exploration 
Geophysicists, Society of Sedimentary Geology, 
Houston Geological Society and the Geophysical 
Society of Houston. 

While a graduate student at the University of 
Oklahoma, Portas participated in the Imperial Barrel Award (IBA) 
Competition, and her team won the worldwide competition in 2008. 
She joined the Latin America Region IBA Committee in 2011 and 
served as chair from 2013 to 2015.

As delegate, Portas will work to promote AAPG membership and 
to support Region members living and working in southeast Texas 
and Latin America. She also will continue to support the Region’s 
rapidly growing IBA program, which started with one school in 2010 
and grew to include 17 schools from six countries in 2015.

New Officers Join Region Leadership Team 

J u l y
I  S  S  U  E

L a t i n  A m e r i c a  &  C a r i b b e a n  R e g i o n  N e w s l e t t e r

2015



Discover – 20154

                             Discover
            STUDENTS AND YPs

Technical Session Helps YPs and Students 
Learn About the Industry 

The Young Professionals (YP) Colombia Chapter organized 
a technical session supported by the AAPG Latin America 

Region and Gmas Company in Bogotá June 25-26, 2015.  
The session was open to young professionals and final semester 

geoscience students who submitted an application in order to fill 
one of the 32 slots available for the workshop. 

The technical session program included a mix of addresses 
regarding current industry trends and the challenging employment 
situation facing young geoscientists in Colombia. Topics included 
offshore exploration, profile of geoscientists in the energy industry, 
exploration risk assessment methodologies, geochemistry and 
geochronology, and petroleum systems modeling. Participants also 
received a tour of the Gmas laboratory facility. 

Lectures included talks by professional geoscientists from 
Ecopetrol and Gmas and AAPG Visiting Geoscientists, as well as 
petroleum engineering students from the University of America 
Foundation, who delivered a presentation on enhanced oil recovery.

The selection of session speakers emphasized the importance 
of linking new geoscientists and seasoned professionals, young 
professionals and students, and geoscientists and engineers. 

The YP Colombia Chapter technical session had the following 
goals:

•   Introduce young professionals to the technical aspects and the 
technology used in offshore exploration.

•   Illustrate the job prospects and current challenges to the young 
geoscientists in the energy industry.

•   Create a space for exchanging work experiences and 
discussing not only on professional/technical aspects of 
working in the industry, but also the personal and human 
aspects.

•   Facilitate networking among experienced professionals, young 
professionals and students.

•   Promote the YP AAPG Colombia Chapter and encourage young 
professionals in Colombia to be involved as an active member 
or a part of the board of directors.

•   Obtain coverage of the technical session in the petroleum 
industry’s local media. 

The technical session met all objectives established for the 
event, and was a very positive experience for participants and 
speakers. 

The presentation “Geoscientist Profile in the Industry,” became 
the ideal space to discuss the current employment situation for 
young professionals and how they should prepare for the current 
industry downturn. Topics presented during the technical session 
covered current industry trends and topics of interest to those in 
attendance. Providing information about the YP Colombia Chapter 
and distributing the chapter registration form provided an ideal 
space for individuals to become involved. 

The Technical Session also received coverage by Oil TV News, 
which recorded the session and interviewed speakers and 
organizers. 

The AAPG YP Colombia Chapter leaders believe these spaces 
for interaction among students and recent graduates with senior 
professionals, accompanied by training and sharing experiences 
shape the main functions that the young professional chapters 
should develop. We hope to continue providing sessions like this 
one in Colombia and to share our success with YP chapters from 
other countries. 

Participants in the YP Colombia Chapter’s 2015 Technical Session in Bogotá.

Victor Ramirez, Region past president and offshore exploration lead at Ecopetrol discusses 
technical challenges for offshore exploration in Colombia.

Technical Session organizers with AAPG Visiting Geoscientist Juan Carlos Llinás (second 
from right). YP Colombia Chapter leaders (left to right) Miguel Sánchez, Valeria Garcia, 
Gustavo Camelo and Maria Fernanda Lozano.

Angela Valeria Garcia, YP Colombia Chapter President
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            UPCOMING EVENTS

            STAY IN TOUCH

            ANNOUNCEMENTS

31 August – 4 September 2015
XV Colombian Congress of Geology: “Innovation in Synergy with the Environment”
Organized by the Colombian Geological Society 
Hotel Chicamocha – Bucaramanga, Colombia 

4- 6 September 2015
Latin America and Caribbean Region Student and YP Chapter Summit 
Hotel Dann Carlton – Bucaramanga, Colombia

15-16 October 2015
GTW Peru 2015: “Increasing the Recovery Factor in Mature Oil and Gas Fields” 
Organized by AAPG and the Geological Society of Peru
Geological Society of Peru, Lima, Peru

Region website
latinamerica.aapg.org

Email
latinamerica@aapg.org

Phone
+571.485.2338 (Colombia)
+1.281.886.8525 (USA)

facebook.com/aapglatinamerica 

@AAPGLA 

linkedin.com/company/aapg-latin-america

Invest in the Next Generation:
Represent your company, invest in future geoscientists and enjoy exclusive recruiting opportunities as a Latin America and Caribbean Region 
Student-Young Professional Leadership Summit sponsor. Contact latinamerica@aapg.org for more information. 
 
Sponsorship Opportunities Available for GTW Peru 2015 
Promote your company to industry, government and academic leaders, and reach a global audience online by sponsoring “Increasing the 
Recovery Factor in Mature Oil and Gas Fields,” a Geosciences Technology Workshop organized by AAPG and the Geological Society of Peru. 
Contact latinamerica@aapg.org for more information. 
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