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London Office: The ERC, European 
Region Council, has agreed to open an 
office in London at Imperial College 
in the Geology Department which has 
kindly offered space and facilities. It will 
service both the organisation and the Eu-
ropean Region; we hope to have it open 
during September.

Steve Veal, erstwhile VP, will be the of-
fice manager but we shall also take on a 
part-time administrator.

European Region Council (ERC) Meet-
ing, July 1st, Budapest: The Council of 
the European Region met in Budapest 
on Saturday July 1st 2006, courtesy of 
MOL and arranged by István Bérzci, 
President-Elect.(see picture on page 9) 
Council attendees were Sigrunn Johnsen 
(Past President), Francois Roure (Treas-
urer), Stuart Harker, István Bérzci and 
John Brooks (President). Mike Lakin 
(Vice President) was unable to attend. 
Although both candidates for the post of 
Treasurer were invited, only Vlastimila 
Dvorakova was able to attend. (See page 
1 and 13 for election results).

Our discussion was quite wide ranging, 
focusing on future events and on ways 
of engaging members in the various 
countries within the region, as well as 
their institutions. We still need volunteers 
from many of these countries. Council 
members are from Norway, Hungary, the 
Czech Republic, and the United King-
dom and we have very strong support 
in Poland, Austria and the Ukraine as 
well as in Russia. If you do not see your 
country represented in this list, and are 
interested in becoming involved, why 

John Dolson 
has been 
an AAPG 
member for 
25 years. His 
experience is 
split evening 
between 
domestic 
U.S. explora-
tion (Rock-
ies, Alaska, 

Mid-Continent) and International (Egypt, 
World-wide New Ventures, Russia). He 
specializes in integrated exploration 
techniques, applied petrophysics and 
sequence stratigraphy. He has worked on 
numerous AAPG conferences, field trips 
and committees, but especially enjoys 
bringing young geoscientists into the 
profession through Student Chapter in-
volvement. He has published over 60 pa-
pers and articles and holds 7 Best Paper 
awards, including two “Best of AAPG 
for SEG” awards. He also received 
AAPG’s Distinguished Public Service 
award for leadership roles with the non-
profit groups such as UNESCO-Egypt, 
the Friends of Dinosaur Ridge, Den-
ver Earth Science Project and Denver 
Museum of Nature and Science which 
are dedicated to preserving and educat-
ing the public on geological issues. He is 
currently the Senior Exploration Advi-
sor, for TNK-BP and works and lives in 
Moscow, Russia, where he is actively 
involved in exploration and training/de-
velopment of Russian staff.

Vlastim-
ila was 
born and 
raised       
Moravia, 
Czech 
Repub-
lic.  She 
earned 
her 
master’s 
degree at 
Charles 

University in applied geophysics in 1984. 
Vlastimila began her career as a geo-
physicist at the state company Geofyzika 
Brno. Later she joined Geogas a.s., 
which became Duke Engineering & 
Services and then later FRAMATOME 
ANP DE&S,a.s. She worked on projects 
to find new oil and gas reservoirs in the 
Carpathian Foredeep, involving seismic, 
structural geology, and tectonic interpre-
Continued on page �
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by
Jeroen Peters, Shell Oil

ship by companies is needed to gather 
together students in sufficient numbers. 
Ideas please!

It was decided that EC would not put for-
ward candidates for Honors and Awards 
this year. Council would like to receive 
nominations from the membership for 
the various categories. Please send your 
nomina-
tions in 
by next 
June for 
Council’s 
review.

June saw 
the first 
publi-
cation 
of the 
Newslet-
ter, also 
a first 
for a Region. Thanks are due to Carol 
Lucas who put the edition together and 
mastered the publishing. We would like 
to find an assistant for her so that there is 
cover, backup and learning. Volunteers to 
Carol direct please, this is a key position 
perhaps suited to a student? Suggestions 
from you all please as to the newsletter’s 
content, however, remember the newslet-
ter is not intended to replace, suborn or 
imitate the Explorer which does its own 
job magnificently!

The Regional Council plans to meet 
every three months in a different venue; 
we try and plan ahead but offers of ven-
ues are very welcome.

Council is doing all it can to put the 
Region on the map and to arrange for 
courses and conferences to take place 
and to create a focus office where every-
one can be in contact, but we need and 
solicit support.

In all, it was a very useful council meet-
ing in a most pleasant and interesting 
city.

Egypt is a highly popular tourist desti-
nation, with the fabulous monuments 
situated within and along the Nile Valley 
attracting much attention. In particular 

the Giza pyramids, 
consisting of mil-
lions of large blocks 
of Tertiary limestone 
(rich in nummu-
lites), draw large 
numbers of visitors. 
However, few of 
the tourists visit-
ing the Giza area 
see anything more 
of the huge - and 
scenically attractive 
- Western Desert 
than the dry, partly 

sand-covered limestone plateau along the 
western bank of the Nile on which the 
pyramids stand. This is unfortunate since 
at a distance of less than 200 km to the 
southwest of Giza there is a very impres-
sive fossil site named ‘Whale Valley’ 
where well-preserved fossil whales and 
other fossils can be visited in a scenic 
desert environment.

Nowadays Whale Valley is relatively 
easy to reach on a day-trip from Cairo. 
After driving on the blacktop road along 
the south side of the Qarun lake in the 
Fayoum depression (ca. 100 km from 
Cairo), the road continues further west-
ward to the Wadi Ryan nature reserve 
(ca. 60 km further on) where entry tickets 
can be purchased at the park entrance. 
Just before the end of the black top road 
at Wadi Ryan itself, one can turn off to 
the right, and drive northwestward on 
a new graded road which leads in ca. 
35 km to the hilly terrain around Whale 
Valley. This part of the Western Desert is 
characterised by flatlying colourful Terti-
ary sediments of Eocene and Oligocene 
age with beautiful erosional patterns 
and wind-sculptured rocks (Photo 1). In 
this area the remains of more than 400 
fossil whales have been found, of which 

not get in touch with any of the Council 
Members? You will be very welcome!

The next major event is, Athens, a joint 
European Region/AAPG International 
Conference to be held in Athens, Greece, 
November 2007. (see page 4 for details)  
This conference will also be held in 
conjunction with our colleagues in the 
Middle East and Africa Regions.

The Region is keen to establish coopera-
tion within European societies, of which 
there are a great number, and to avoid 
possible date conflicts for various confer-
ences.  Ideas involving sub-regional 
seminars in countries or play concepts lo-
cal to discrete areas are being considered, 
but we continue to seek new ideas.  

We are particularly keen to encourage a 
Russian Conference, especially as the EC 
accepted a joint recommendation from 
the Asia/Pacific and European Regions 
to combine all parts of Russia.  As of the 
Houston Conference in April, all of Rus-
sia is now part of European Region.

I have already been to Moscow twice to 
meet with colleagues there and found 
considerable interest in the AAPG.  
However there are issues in attracting 
new members that need to be addressed 
– graduated dues, ease of election to 
active membership, and finding spon-
sors.  Some of these issues need to be 
addressed for other countries as well.  
However given a positive attitude we are 
certain that Russia as well as other coun-
tries will grow in time.  Russia might 
even become its own region.

Our Business Plan was discussed and 
will hopefully generate resolutions to a 
number of aspects including the new the 
London Office (see the beginning of my 
report for more information). The ERC 
has been most positive to the region’s 
suggestions.

Considerable discussion ensued about 
Student Chapters and ways of bringing 
students together at meetings. Mal-
lorca was a small success and at Athens 
student sessions are planned, but sponsor 

Continued from page �
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Photo 1/ Whales in Egypt

Whales in Egypt
The Western Desert
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several are very well preserved (Photo 
2). These whale fossils, which were first 
described in 1904, form the main attrac-
tion in a protected site that was estab-
lished recently. 

Upon arrival at Whale Valley one can 
leave the car at the parking area near the 
tented ranger camp or, if using a 4-wheel 
drive vehicle, drive for another kilometer 
or so into the spectacular wind-blasted 
hills (Photo 3) where several of the big-
ger whale fossils – some with a length 
of up to 6 m or more - are situated. In 
addition to the whale bones, many other 
fossils occur in these shallow to marginal 
marine deposits, including nummulites, 
fish remains, shark and ray teeth, as well 
as mangrove roots (Photo 4). Elsewhere 
in the hills around Whale Valley fossil 
wood and small ‘desert roses’ (gypsum 
crystals) can be found. Obviously, the 
collection of fossils is strictly prohibited 
within the new park, and whale fossils 
are protected throughout the region, but 
in the wide areas surrounding the park 
there are plenty of locations where such 
fossils can be found.

Please note that in the summer the tem-
perature rises regularly to more than 40 
degrees Celcius in the Western Desert so 
this is not the best period to visit Whale 
Valley. In view of the remoteness of the 
area, do not venture out on your own 
– going with 2 vehicles or more is a 
must. A trip to Whale Valley can easily 
be combined with sightseeing in the Fay-
oum depression and/or the Nile valley 
south of Cairo, where the big pyramids 

of Meidum and Sakkara are 
major attractions. An excel-
lent guide book for the Whale 
Valley area, prepared for the 
AAPG Conference held in 
2002 in Cairo, can be down-
loaded from (www.searchand-
discovery.com/documents/cai-
ro/images/cairo_sml.pdf).

Acknowledgements : thanks 
to John Dolson (now TNK-
BP Moscow) for providing 
key information, and to Jim 
Bloomfield and Erik Goodwin 

(both Shell Egypt) for taking me around.Continued from page � 

tations. In addition, she applied her un-
derstanding of reservoir geology on the 
Underground Gas Storages in the Czech 
Republic.  Vlastimila participated in 
many international projects for this com-
pany in Libya, USA, Canada and France. 
When the company decided to close the 
business in Europe, she was hired by the 

Czech Geological Survey in 2003. 

Actively involved with AAPG since 
1996; she served as General Vice Chair-
man of the AAPG European Region Con-
ference held in Prague in October 2004.  
This was the first conference organized 
by the European Region and the first one 
in Central/Eastern Europe. The confer-
ence was a great success and was a good 
start for the establishment of the AAPG 
European Region. She helped increase 
the communication and cooperation 
within the region and AAPG headquar-
ters from which the region will benefit 
from in the future. Her responsibility for 

general conference manage-
ment, technical program as 
well as sponsorships brought 
together a great number of in-
dividuals, members of AAPG 
and professionals from many 
countries working together 
without frontiers and with 
great respect. 

She has also organized the 
Czech part of Peter Rose’s 
Presidential tour of Europe in 
late 2005 and help established 
new AAPG contacts in Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe.

Those who have known and 
worked with Vlastimila ad-
mire the manner in which she 
accepts responsibility, always 
discharges her duties and 
work assignments with great 
enthusiasm and on a timely 
basis. She has an affinity for 
recognizing talented and dedi-
cated people and likes to work 
in an international community 
of professionals like the one 
AAPG offers. 

V. Dvorakova Continued from page �

Photo 3 / Whales in Egypt

Photo 4 / Whales in Egypt

Photo 2 / Whales in Egypt
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Events & Meetings
tations. By challenging myths there may 
be rewards but also risks – as many of us 
has experienced in our work as geoscien-
tists in the petroleum industry.

The conference should attract profes-
sionals from the various AAPG Regions 
because it will facilitate integration and 
transfer of knowledge. For the areas with 
special industry interest a majority of the 
talks will emphasis one or more of the 
following elements:

1) Field case histories
2) Exploration status and opportu- 
 nities
3) Challenge our myths 

The carbonate conference at Mallorca in 
May 2006 where the European, North 
African and Middle East regions were 
involved served as a test for this type of 
conference where several AAPG regions 
makes a joint effort to create an extraor-
dinary event. 
The organizing committee is about to be 

The European Region of AAPG is in the 
process of organizing a large interna-
tional conference in Athens, Greece, in 
November 2007, covering the petroleum 
geology of the Circum-Mediterranean, 
Middle East and the Caspian. Also key 
areas and hot spots outside this region 
will be included. 

The object is to co-operate with other 
AAPG regions and have a large exhibi-
tion of 1000 to 2000 participants at the 
conference. Participation from national 
and major oil companies is essential. The 
conference venue will be in the fantas-
tic Megaron facilities in the centre of 
Athens.

The main slogan for the conference is: 
Challenge our myths.  See the ad below.

Each co-chairman and speaker is encour-
aged to make their own interpretation of 
this slogan and incorporate it into presen-

Edited by
J. Golonka and F. J. Picha

This volume of 30 chapters, authored 
by 107 geologists and geophysicists 
from Austria, Czech Republic, Hungary, 
Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Ukraine, 
United Kingdom, and the U.S.A., pro-
vides a comprehensive and understanda-
ble account on geology and hydrocarbon 
resources of the entire Carpathian system 
from northeastern Austria to southern 
Romania, including the Neogene fore-
deep, the foreland platform both in front 
and beneath the thrust belt, the Car-
pathian thrust belt and the late and post 
orogenic intermontane basins.

Principal chapters on regional geology 
are supplemented by thematic contribu-
tions on geodynamic reconstructions, 
regional geophysical investigations, 
hydrocarbon systems, and case studies of 
major oil and gas fields.  To date, close 
to 7 billion barrels of oil and more than 
53 trillion cubic feet of natural gas have Continued on page �

been produced from the entire Carpathian system.  Additional new reserves may be 
found, especially at deeper structural levels below the Neogene foredeep and the thin-
skinned Carpathian thrust belt.
The publication is intended as a source of information to schools, governmental and 
private institutions, oil companies, and potential investors.

w

AAPG MEMOIR 84 - THE
CARPATHIANS AND THEIR 

FORELAND: GEOLOGY 
AND HYDROCARBON

RESOURCES
ATHENS Conference

November 25 - 28 2007
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General Chairman - Geir Lunde
General Vice Chairman - Gerry Lour-
antos
Technical Program Chairman- Bjørn 
Wandås
Technical Program Co-Chairman - 
Vlastimila Dvorakova
Student Chairman - Rudy Swennen
Conference Manager - Bruce Lemmon
Open positions: Oral Session Chair-
man, Poster Session Chairman, Field trip 
Chairman, Social program Chairman, 
Sponsor Chairman, Exhibition Chair-
man, VIP Session and Opening Session 
Chairman

Proposed sessions and Session co-chairs

There will be 2-3 session co-chairs pr. 
session. The session co-chairs have the 
opportunity to propose the exact theme 
of the sessions. Most sessions will be 
half day, 8 talks pr. session, 20 minutes 
talks. A few special sessions may have 
40 minutes talks. A few sessions may be 
full day (probably Libya, Middle East, 
Caspian and Russia). 5 parallel sessions. 
A majority of the talks should be invited 
by the Session co-chairs.

On 31/5-06 the list of sessions and co-
chairs are as follows. This will be modi-
fied as we receive input.

General area/Specific session theme 
Session Co-Chairman
Circum-Mediterranean

Regional North Africa  
Ahmed El-Barkooky, Shell
Libya/Petroleum geology and future 
developments in Libya 
Paul Nixon, Chevron
Hussein Seddiq, NOC 

Algeria, Egypt
Caspian (full day)   
Gilbert Ankenbauer, Chevron
Kazakh Co-Chairman
Middle East (full day)

Iraq     
Tony Lomando, Chevron
& Iraqi Ministry of Oil

Russia

established and companies interested in 
participating and influencing the program 
may cwontact:

Geir Lunde, AAPG European Confer-
ence Chair
Email: geir.lunde@viencogroup.com or 
geirlunde@yahoo.com
Mobile phone: +47 913 46 553

Two other key persons in the planning 
phase are:

Bruce Lemmon, Managing Director of 
GEM Global Events Management
Email: blemmon@jurisystems.com
Telephone and Fax: +1(918) 585-1004

Bruce Lemmon with his vast experience 
from planning and running conferences 
will be a key person in the planning 
phase and will be responsible for the 
management of logistics and registration.

Gerry Lourantos, Managing Director of 
IEEC
Email: ieec@usa.net and eca@hol.gr
Mobile phone: +306 945 435 456

Gerry Lourantos is an experienced petro-
leum geologist based in Athens that has 
volunteered to be actively involved in the 
conference. Previously, he has even been 
involved in the organization of the last 
Olympic Games in Athens. 

Preliminary proposed Steering commit-
tee
Nahum Schneiderman – Chevron
Dirk van der Wel – Sagex
Sigrunn Johnsen – RWE Dea
Dr. István Bérczi- President Elect AAPG 
European Region
Ahmed El-Barkooky-Shell, AAPG North 
Africa
Geir Lunde – AAPG European Confer-
ence Chairman

1 Russian wanted
1 Middle East wanted
To be expanded with important early 
sponsors

Preliminary proposed Organizing com-
mittee

E&P Challenges: The Mesozoic and 
Cenozoic of the Northwest Russia and 
Norwegian Barents Sea   
Dirk van der Wel, Sagex

E&P Challenges: The Paleozoic Carbon-
ates of Arctic NW-Europe   
Dirk van der Wel, Sagex
Phillippe Lapointe, Total

West Africa
International hot spots
Structural geology
Carbonate reservoirs (suggest Ma-
teu Esteban+Keith Gerdes, Shell+  Jim 
Markello, ExxonMobil)
 
Deep marine deposits
Heavy and vaxy oil   
Bjørn Wandås, VHS

Resource classification 
Nina Dahl,Sagex+ Sigrunn Johnsen, 
RWE Dea

Developments in new technologies

Global/large scale geology, traditional 

Global/large scale geology, untraditional 
theories (suggest Stavros Tassos, Karsten 
Storetvedt)
Environmental session (possibly CO2 
management)

Half day VIP session on ‘gas in Europe’, 
half day session on infrastructure (after 
the VIP session)

Field trips
Suggest: Structural geology –Greece
Suggest: Carbonates-Greece
Sinai Field trip- Ahmed El-Barkooky, 
Shell

Short courses
Proposed short course: Integrated Basin 
Modeling to Evaluate Source Rock 
Maturation and Hydrocarbon Migration 
History, Vlastimila Dvorakova

Plan:To be developed based on input 
from Bruce Lemmon and others
Sponsor info: to be developed based on 
input from Bruce Lemmon and others

Continued from page �
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Terminology Exchange

 by
Lluís Cabrera

The 4th International Limnogeology 
Congress (ILIC-2007) will be held in 
Barcelona, 11th-14th July 2007. This 
event is the continuation of a congress 
series dealing with the multidiscipli-
nary, holistic study of ancient and recent 
lacustrine basin systems and ecosystems. 
The ILICs congresses seek to provide a 
periodic updated overview of the state 
of knowledge on lacustrine records and 
of different methodological approaches 
such as Stratigraphy, Sedimentology, 
Geochemistry, Structural Geology, Paleo-
geography, Paleoclimatology, and so on, 
all of them related with the Paleolimnol-
ogy, in addition to trying to approach 
the lacustrine systems in an integrative 
catchment to basin approach. 

The previous congresses were held in 
Denmark (1995), France (1998) and 
United States (2003) with a large scien-
tific success. The ILICs are promoted by 
the International Association of Limno-

resources, formed in the geological past.  
The impact of natural depletion would 
be entirely self-evident were reliable 
information available to the public, but 
as it is, the essential data are obscured by 
ambiguous definitions and lax reporting 
practices, some influenced by commer-
cial, financial or political vested interests. 
Great credit therefore goes to Exxon-Mo-
bil, whose director published valid indus-
try data on past discovery, which reached 
a peak in the 1960s, when smoothed with 
a three-year moving average ( Longwell 
H.,2002, The future of the oil and gas in-
dustry: past approaches ,new challenges; 
World Energy 5/3 2002).  

The world started using more than it 
found in 1981 and the gap is widen-
ing as it digs into its reserve base from 
prior discovery. This peak in discovery, 
some forty years ago, now delivers the 
corresponding peak in production.  Much 
debate surrounds the precise date of 
peak, but it misses the main point which 
is the vision of the long decline to even-
tual exhaustion that comes into sight on 
the other side of it. 

In other words, while we are certainly 
not about to run out of oil and gas for 
many years to come, we do face the end 
of the First Half of the Oil Age. It lasted 
150 years and saw the rapid expansion of 
industry, transport, trade and agriculture, 
allowing the population of the world to 
expand six-fold with the help of this new 
source of abundant, cheap and conven-
ient energy. It also saw that the rapid 
growth of financial capital as banks lent 
more than they had on deposit, confident 
that Tomorrow’s Expansion, driven by 
cheap energy, was collateral for Today’s 
Debt. 

We are ill-prepared for the Second Half 
of the Oil Age which now dawns, threat-
ening to be a time of great economic and 
international tension, with control of 
remaining oil supply, even by military 
means, being one of the key factors.  We 
may have to witness a stock market crash 
because virtually all quoted companies 
are over-valued because their accounts 
tacitly count on continued business-as-
usual supply of cheap energy which can 
no longer be assumed.  It is possible that 

The History of the Con-
vergent and Passive Mar-

gins in the Polar Realm: 
Sedimentary and Tectonic 
Processes, Transitions and 

Resources
September 18-22 2006

Québec City
Co-convened by Université Laval, INRS-

ETE and NRCan
Organizing Committee

Dr Donna Kirkwood, Université Laval
Dr Michel Malo, INRS-ETE

Dr Denis Lavoie GSC-Québec
Dr Kirk Osadetz, GSC-Calgary

For information contact donna.kirk-
wood@ggl.ulaval.ca

The ILP-Task Force on Sedimentary Ba-
sin, to be held in Québec on September 
18-22 on basins and margin of the Polar 
Realm, including European-Russian 

A Second Great Depression may arise 
from this turning point in history. There 
is much at stake, which perhaps explains 
why the official and international organi-
sations with responsibility for the subject 
are so reluctant to address the issue 
squarely, placing unsubstantiated hopes 
on economic factors and miracle technol-
ogy to come to the rescue. It is easy for 
them to exaggerate the resource base 
given the grossly unreliable nature of 
public reserve data.  The industry already 
uses extremely advanced technology, 
sufficient to identify and test the small-
est and most subtle of prospects, so the 
scope for still more development dimin-
ishes.  Small oilfields are already highly 
profitable so the additional reserves made 
viable by high prices are likely to be too 
small to have much global impact.

This is not however necessarily a dooms-
day message, as a new more benign age 
may open after the difficult transition 
providing people with simpler, more sat-
isfying and sustainable lives. They will 
come again to live within the Planet’s 
ample current resources, having con-
sumed those laid down in the geological 
past.

By
C.J.Campbell

www.aspo-ireland.org

The issue of Peak Oil attracts grow-
ing interest throughout the world being 
prompted in part by soaring oil prices.

As every beer-drinker knows, the glass 
starts full and ends empty, also rec-
ognising that the quicker he drinks it, 
the sooner it is gone. The same applies 
to oil and gas, which are finite natural Continued on page �

ILIC Continued on page �

4TH INTERNATIONAL
LIMNOGEOLOGY

CONGRESS (ILIC 2007)
Barcelona, 11tj-14th

July 2007
www.ilic2007.com

PEAK OIL 
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European Region 

geology (IAL), a scientific organization created in 1995 stimulate the relationships 
between the researchers studying the lacustrine records from different points of view.  

Limnogeology is an emergent multidiscipline with a significant development all over 
the world. Its interests focus on academic aspects ( evolution of complex systems, 
sedimentary rocks formed by interaction between Lithosphere, Atmosphere, Hydro-
sphere and Biosphere continental surfaces, and ancient paleoclimatic records ) as 
well as on immediate socio-economic interests (records of recent climate changes, 
prospect and development of oil and/or gas plays, coal deposits, mineral resources 
and raw materials; water supply; landscape and geologic heritage). 

The Organizing Committee of the congress includes Spanish researchers from dif-
ferent Earth Sciences disciplines from several universities, research centers and the 
Spanish Geological Survey (IGME). The Steering and the Scientific Committees are 
composed of relevant researchers from 16 countries.

The planned activities of the 4th International Limnogeology Congress comprise 
guest plenary lectures by some selected researchers, workshops, and oral and poster 
contributions from the rest of the attendees. In this new edition of ILIC, oral and 
poster sessions will be a part of the main organizational framework, organized in 
symposia coordinated by specialists. Furthermore, field trips (pre and post-congress) 
showing the results of the study of ancient and recent lacustrine records in different 
geological provinces of the NE and S of Spain and/or the development of new tech-
niques will be carried out.

We look forward having the opportunity to meet you in ILIC 2007, in Barcelona, just 
at the edge of the Mediterranean, a small sea that some times became nearly a lake. 
The “Mare Nostrum” that we would like to share with all of you, friends coming 
along with us from North, South, East  and West.

 ILIC Continued from page �

by 
John Brooks, President

This has been a year of attempting to 
structure and organise ourselves into an 
archetypal Region of the AAPG.

To function efficiently, we identified that 
the European Region (ER) needed to 
be incorporated, have insurance, a bank 
account, plus office premises from which 
to operate.

Next we needed to define the boundaries 
of the Region and to ensure that there 
were a number of events being planned 
within Europe. We also recognised the 
need to ascertain if the AAPG organiza-
tion could identify with the region as 
well as it does with the U.S. Sections and 
have the staff that could facilitate our 
needs. We also wanted a way of commu-
nicating with our members in Europe so 
that in each country we could encourage 
activity with the objective of doubling 
membership in 5 years.

A corollary of all this was to make a 
Business Plan for both the Region and 
the Office. We also wanted to ensure ef-
fective representation on AAPG commit-
tees and to have plans for succession.

To date we have come quite a long way. 
European Region Council (ERC) has met 
(physically) every three months, most 
recently in Budapest, Hungary, and this 
has enabled the Council to act more as a 
team. These regular gatherings will con-
tinue in different countries of Europe.

Incorporation has proved a lengthy 
process. Necessary for the office, it has 
still (as at 8th August) not been finalised. 
Insurance for events and the necessary 
Bank Account within the UK will follow; 
Continued on page �

Arctic. Technical program is finalized, but there is still possibility for late registrants 
to join.

Go to link http://www.sedimentarybasins2006.ggl.ulaval.ca
This workshop of oral and poster presentations and field trips will address the proc-
esses and resources of sedimentary basins. It anticipates geoscience components 
of the International Polar Year and provides an opportunity for diverse discussions 
related to the formation and destruction of sedimentary basins as exemplified by the 
tectonic elements of the current polar margins.

ILP Task-Force Continued from page �

EUROPEAN REGION
2005-2006

ANNUAL REPORT
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Continued from page 7

A Vice President /Sections and one for 
international has been proposed to the 
membership, with a concomitant change 
to the by-laws, by the ERC and voting is 
in progress.  This change alone demon-
strates that AAPG is genuine in its intent 
to attract members world-wide.

In term of meetings, the Region held 
a Carbonate Conference in Mallorca, 
Spain in April 2006 which was highly 
successful, combining presentations with 
fieldwork. (See report in the June issue, 
page 2) 

Work is currently going on to create 
an effective regional and international 
conference in Athens in November 2007, 
which includes contributions both from 
the Middle East and African Regions. 
Geir Lunde and his team are extremely 
active in this endeavour and we have 
been fortunate in engaging Bruce Lem-
mon (ex- AAPG and organizer of the 
Mallorca event) to assist in putting this 
together. A person of his talent is es-
sential to managing meetings of this sort, 
just as AAPG itself does under Diana 
Free and Randa Biggs.  

Sub-regional meetings are currently 
under consideration and we encourage 
members to arrange meetings themselves 
in their various countries.

The ER has a major role in APPEX 
(Chairman is Steve Veal) the interna-
tional deal fair held in London in March. 

Mike Lakin, Charles Speh and Richard 
Hardman, together with his colleagues, 
notably Pete Stark, and many others 
come together very effectively.

In addition, the ER participated in the 
Leadership meeting in Galveston in Feb-
ruary and at the Annual Convention in 
April 2006. It also organised a ‘Reserves 
Reporting’ event in London in February 
at the Energy Institute’s IP Week.

In June I was invited to join Lee Billings-
ley and Rick Fritz on a visit to Norway, 
Russia and the EAEG conference in 
Vienna, which included a meeting with 
Opec.

In Norway we sailed with members in 
the Oslo fjord and in Russia, organised 
by John Dolson (TNK-bp) and Christian 
Bukovics (Shell), met with representa-
tives of many Russian institutions and 
with local representatives of SEG and 
SPE, who have already set up offices in 
Moscow and elsewhere in Russia. This 
was most useful and we are optimistic 
for a conference in Russia and participa-
tion in the Athens meeting

In Vienna we attended the EAEG annual 
meeting and met with their council under 
Gareth Williams, and again showed our 
willingness to co-operate with them in 
meetings within Europe and indeed also 
with SEG and SPE, who were present.

Continued on page �

meanwhile our account is held in Tulsa.

It is intended that the office will be 
based in Imperial Collage London and 
that initially we shall recruit a part-time 
administrator who will be trained by the 
Association.  Steve Veal, lately (VP), 
will manage the office which will have 
a role for both the centre and for the 
Region. The Region is grateful to Steve 
for his putting together the necessary 
business plans.

During November 2005, I was very 
fortunate to be asked to accompany 
Pete Rose on a seven-country tour of 
Europe –Norway, Hungary, Poland, 
Russia, Ukraine, the Czech Republic and 
Austria. Perhaps I found the tour enjoy-
able because I came to know Pete well 
at the DTI in London, but perhaps also 
because he is the quintessential activ-
ist, full of ideas, a listener and always 
willing to act. It is my personal view that 
no other president has done as much for 
the organisation as he has in recent years, 
which is saying a great deal considering 
the quality of his predecessors!

A lot of things emerged from speaking to 
the members in the countries we visited; 
more visibility for the Region, recogni-
tion of the potential in the Region, and in 
Russia, its desire to be a single country 
within the Europe Region.

In Houston in April 2006, Asia-Pacific 
and European Regions proposed that 
Russia be combined within its de facto 
boundaries within the European Region. 
This was passed by the EC and the 
House of Delegates and is in effect, and 
we are trying to grow membership and 
relationships. John Dolson, now VP, has 
been a tower of strength and advice in 
achieving a better understanding and co-
operation with our Russian counterparts.

The organisation undertook a recruit-
ment campaign for a Regions/ Sections 
Director, on which Board I sat, and Carol 
McGowan commenced work on 5th July. 
A warm welcome to Carol! ( See page 
13 ) 

Pictured from left to right - Sigrunn Johnsen ( Past President), Francois Roure ( 2004/2006 Treasurer/Secretary), Vlastimila Dvorakova, (2006/2008 
Treasurer/Secretary), John Brooks ( President), István Bérczi ( President -Elect), Stuart Harker ( EC Advisor)
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Job Opportunities

by
István Bérzci

Certified members
Same requirements as for Active mem-
bers today (5 years experience)

Members (includes both active members 
and associate)
Online registration and 1 year experi-
ence.- 
Way to compete with other societies 
Need one contact person with contact 
details like telephone number
and address.  The contact person can be a 
supervisor or another member of AAPG, 
SPE, EAGE, SPWLA, or other related 
societies.  

Create a checking structure.
When becoming a pensioner, the fees are 
less (1/2).  This is important 

The European Region is currently seek-
ing an Associate Editor and several 
Reporters for our newsletter.  If you are 
interested, please send an email to Carol 
Lucas, lucascjh@bluewin.ch.

Associate Editor: This position is to 
train the next editor who will take over 
from the Carol Lucas within the next 
two years.  Although no date has been 
specified, Carol does not plan to be in 
this position after June 1 of 2008 as it is 
likely she will be returning to the U.S. at 
that time.

As you know, the newsletter is currently 
output quarterly and unless this becomes 
a paid position, this will probably not 
change.  However, I can not stress the 
importance that this newsletter has for 
our region and how you will be come an 
integral part of the region’s development.

You would need to have an excellent 
command of the English language, and 
have an some understanding of com-
puters.  It entails editing, layout and 
design, plus working with graphics, both 
vector and bitmap.  The program we use 
is InDesign by Adobe.  This program 
is relatively easy to use and once you 
understand desktop publishing attributes, 
you should not have many problems 

An interesting meeting was held at Opec 
where Rick Fritz presented the latest data 
initiatives set up by the organisation.

Thanks to the initiative and drive 
displayed by Carol Lucas and Sigrunn 
Johnsen the ER put out its first Newslet-
ter in June, and initially we anticipate an 
edition every three months.

There are only five members of the 
European Council: Mike Lakin (Vice 
President), István Bérzci (President-
Elect), Francois Roure (Treasurer), 
Stuart Harker (Advisory Committee), 
and Sigrunn Johnsen (Past President); it 
would be hard to find a more engaging 
and inclusive group to work with and 
they make my job as President extremely 
satisfying.

So for all of us on the European Re-
gion Council, this has been a busy and 
quite rewarding year.  Many outcomes 
and results are not yet fully visible, but 
Council is committed to establishing the 
Region as a viable and successful entity 
within the organisation for the benefit of 
AAPG’s European members.

Continued from page � for international members who usually 
reduce their income.
Voting
Members should be entitled to vote and 
have the same rights as Active 
members today (only exception is that 
they are not Certified).

Student members:Same requirements as 
for today.

Membership dues should be adjusted to 
the economical status of the country of 
residence.

Suggestions for Changes 
to the Membership

Structure

working with it.

Reporters: This should not really take 
much of your time.  I am looking for 
individuals who will contact certain 
groups and societies quarterly to gather 
their information for the next publica-
tion.  I will try to put you together with 
the groups and societies in your area.  
Students are welcome and encouraged to 
apply for this position.

WANTED
Associate Editor

Regional Reporters

Affiliated Societies
All Affiliated Societies are welcome to 
place meeting information and society 
announcements here.  Unfortunately, I 
was not able to contact each society.  If 
you would like to at least place the name 
of your society contact with their email 
address, please send your information to 
the editor, whose email address you will 
find on the final page of this document.

Albania Association of Geoscientists & 
Engineers - No current information

Asociación de Geólogos y Geofísicos 
Espanoles de Petróleo (AGGEP) - No 
current information.  See ITLC Congress 
by Luis Cabrera www.ilic2007.com

Association of Petroleum Technicians 
and Professionals (AFTP France)
The current president of the Explora-
tion/Reservoir section of the society is 
Isabelle Le Nir.  For section activities go 
to www.aftp.net.

Austrian Geological Society - The cur-
rent president is Wolfgang Nachtman.  
Information about speakers and meetings 
are announced when they become avail-
able.  This information can be viewed at 
www.geol-ges.at.  The website is in both 
German and English; however the Ger-
man version is more informative than the 
English version.  They do intend to im-
prove the English version in the future.

Azerbaijan Association of Petroleum 
Geologists - No current information.

Berufsverb and Deutscher Geologen, 
Geophysiker und Mineralogen e. 
Continued on page �0
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Continued from page �

Continued on page ��

V.(Germany) - You can find out more 
information and contact this society at 
www/gepberuf.de/home.php or email at  
BDGBBonn@t-online.de.

Bulgarian Geological Society – No 
information is currently available.

Czech Geological Society - The CIMP 
Meeting 2006 will convene in Prague, 
the capital of the Czech Republic and 
a traditional centre of palaeobotanical 
research, September 2 through Septem-
ber 6, 2006. The conference is opened 
to all persons interested in any aspect of 
the Palaeozoic palynology. The scien-
tific program will include symposia, 
contributed papers, poster sessions, and 
meetings of working groups, associated 
with workshops.  Pre- and post-confer-
ence field trips to the Barrandian Early 
Palaeozoic are planned as well. 

Prague, the capital of the Czech Repub-
lic, is our most valuable historical city 
reserve. “Praga caput regni” has been 
inscribed in Prague’s coat of arms. Since 
the very beginning, Prague has always 
played an important role in the history 
of both the nation, country and Europe. 
Since the Middle Ages, Prague has been 
known as one of the most beautiful cities 
of the world, and has been attributed 
adjectives such as “golden”, “city of hun-
dred spires”, “the crown of the world”, 
“a stone dream”. In 1992 the historical 
core of the city covering 866 hectares 
was listed in the UNESCO World Cul-
tural and Natural Heritage Register.

Dr. Budil is president and you can rerach 
him at budil@cgu.cz or see their website 
at www.geolgickas-polecnostl.cz. 

Energy Institute - See their website at 
www.energyinst.org.uk.

Norwegian Association of Petroleum 
Geologists - No Current information is 
available.

Petroleum Exploration Society of Great 
Britain (PESGB) - Francisco Porturas 
is president and you can reach him at fr-
po@online.no.

Polish Geological Society – You can 
visit their website at www.pesgb.org.
uk/pesgh/system/default.asp.

Romanian Association of Petroleum 
Geologists (RAPG)
No information is currently available.

Royal Geological and Mining Society of 
the Netherlands – This Society, founded 
in 1912, has presently some 800 mem-
bers, mostly of Dutch nationality. It is a 
scientific association that also promotes 
the interests of Earth Sciences in the 
Netherlands. It publishes, together with 
the Geological Survey of the Nether-
lands, the internationally renowned quar-
terly Netherlands Journal of Geosciences 
(formerly Geologie en Mijnbouw) and 
a Newsletter. The Society awards the 
prestigious Van Waterschoot van der 
Gracht medal (an award for outstanding 
scientific achievement) and organises the 
annual Staring lecture, named after an 
eminent geologist from the earliest years 
of Dutch geology.

Most other activities take place in the 
various Circles that convene around 
themes of Petroleum Geology, Paleo-
biolology, Palynology, Mineralogy, 
Sedimentology, Engineering Geology 
and Geochemistry. There is also an active 
circle for female earth scientist profes-
sionals (GAIA) and various regional 
earth science associations.

The LMGMG is an AAPG affiliated 
society and has an active petroleum 
geological section (Petroleum Geolo-
gische Kring). Every 3rd Wednesday 
of the month a meeting is held in the 
KIvI building, Prinsessegracht 23 in The 
Hague.  Drinks are served from 17:00 
to 18:00 during the social hour preced-
ing the scientific meeting beginning at 
18:00 hrs.  Visiting guests from affiliated 
societies are welcome.  Visit our website 
at www.kngmg.nl.  Submitted by P. A. C. 
de Ruiter, president of KNGMG.

Scientific Countil for for Petroleum 
(Croatia) – No Current information is 
available.

Swiss Association of Petroleum Ge-
ologist and Engineers - The Associa-

tion held its annual convention 2006 
in Rheinfelden near Basel from June 
17 – 19. Scientific lectures and excur-
sions were attended by 114 members, 
both Swiss and international.  Main 
topics were the geology of the southern 
Rhinegraben and Geothermal Deep Heat 
Mining in that area, projects that found a 
lot of interest.

The convention also elected a new board 
with the following officers:
Peter Burri, President, peterburri.geol@
bluewin.ch 
Bernhard Gunzenhauser, Vice-presi-
dent; Bernhard.Gunzenhauser@proseis.
com
Werner Heckendorn, Treasurer, 
w.heckendorn@bluewin.ch
Werner Bolliger, Secretary, w.bolliger@
dplanet.ch
Daniel Bollinger, Editor of Bulletin, 
daniel.bollinger@sz.ch
Peter Heitzmann, Treasurer of Bulletin, 
heitzmann@bluewin.ch

Four board members without Portfolio: 
Peter Lehner, Jean-Pierre de Loriol, 
Michael Suana and Volkmar Puempin.

The 2007 Annual Convention will be 
held in Ortisei (Val Gardena, Italy) 
with the Geology of the Dolomites as 
the main theme. The excursion will be 
guided by Prof. Wolfgang Schlager, 
Amsterdam, together with Prof. Carlo 
Doglioni, Rome and Prof. Daniel Ber-
noulli, Basel. The lectures session will 
also primarily be devoted to the Geology 
of the Dolomites.

We welcome new members from the oil 
and gas industry both Swiss and Interna-
tional (about one third of our members 
are from various European countries).  
If you want to get to know this Asso-
ciation, be it out of scientific interest, 
for networking or both, then join us in 
the coming Convention/Excursion. For 
further information and member applica-
tions please visit the Website of the Asso-
ciation:  www.vsp-asp.ch.  

We are presently trying to get on the 
schedule of the AAPG distinguished 
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Meet the Members

by
John Dolson

Dr. Nikolai Lopatin has been elected 
to the House of Delegates. Dr. Lopatin 
brings to AAPG a sterling international 
reputation and broad contacts throughout 
Europe and Russia. 

Nikolai has presented a proposal for a 
joint AAPG/SEG conference in Tyu-
men for the 2nd quarter, 2007 which 
would focus on the differences between 
exploration practices in East and West. 
This would include business practices 
as well as technical and environmen-
tal standards. There is great interest in 
this conference, proposed for Tyumen 
and SEG has joined in examining the 
feasibility of a joint AAPG/SEG format. 
ROSNEDRO, Russia’s subsurface gov-
ernance board would host the event and 
attendance would be limited to about 300 
people.  The concept is also endorsed by 
the governor of the Tyumen province. 
Two other sub-regional conferences, run 
primarily by Russian societies, are also 
under review for support and possible 
participating in 2007.

Dr. Lopatin is also heading up a commit-
tee to examine ways to publish AAPG 
memoirs in Russia. A contract with the 
Russian Geological Society (ROSGEO) 
to translate one memoir this year and 
distribute it free throughout Russia is be-
ing reviewed in its final stages. ROSGEO 

actually made the proposal to AAPG, so 
we feel relatively certain this contract 
will be approved by ROSGEO. AAPG 
has already agreed to transfer copyright 
to ROSGEO for the Russian version.

We recognize in Russia that our growth 
will be dependent primarily upon our 
ability to provide value through local 
events, talks, conferences, publications 
and field trips. Our application, for exam-
ple, is now drafted in Russian. 

Engaging in this newsletter is a good 
first step to communicate throughout the 
European Region and Russia why to get 
active in AAPG. This fall, we will host 
three evening presentations by AAPG 
members in Moscow in concert with 
SPE, SEG and EAGE. For the last six 
months, these monthly meetings have 
consistently drawn over 100 people and 
we look forward to increased attendance 
as people get used to a regular schedule 
and enjoy high quality talks.

Increasing the number of smaller, more 
focused conferences in Russia will be an 
excellent model for growth. Costs can 
be kept very low and the venue simple, 
without expensive exhibitions. The net-
works and relationships that develop will 
strengthen our position here and assure 
steady growth.

Discussions are also ongoing with 
SEG about opening a Moscow office to 
provide more local support and facilitate 
dues payment and recruitment. First, 
however, we need to establish a broader 
base and demonstrate the ability to grow.

The future here is quite exciting and we 
are looking for more volunteers to grow 
in a region with the largest hydrocarbon 
resources in the world and just 35 Active 
AAPG members and fewer than 200 total 
members, including students. That seems 
like quite an imbalance in numbers, 
doesn’t it?

So if you want to help, please let us add 
you to our list of active volunteers.

Continued from page �0
lecture tours. The events would be organ-
ized together with SPE in Geneva. We 
will keep you briefed on our website.

Turkish Association of Petroleum Ge-
ologists – You can visit their website at 
www.tpjd.org.tr/.

Association of Ukrainian Geologists - 
No information available

Dr. Nikolai Lopatin

European Region Area
Council

European Region 
House of Delegates

Continued on page ��

The European Region Area Council 
is now made up of six  individuals: 
President, President-Elect, Vice Presi-
dent, Secretary, Treasurer, and a member 
of the Advisory Council.  All members 
hold this position for two years.  The 
Past-President acts as an advisor to the 
council.  They are as follows:

President: John Books – 
Brookwood Petroleum Advisors, Ltd.
jrvbrooks@supanet.com
44-1483-473285, fax 44-1483-473005

President-Elect – Istvan (Steve) Berczi 
MOL Hungarian Oil & Gas plc
iberczi@mol.hu
14644653, fax 1 8877 579

Vice-President – Mike Lakin
Envoi, Ltd.
mikelakin@envoi.co.uk
44 (0)20 8566 1310, 44 (0)20 8566 1312

Secretary/Treasurer – Vlastimila 
Dvorakova
Czech Geological Society
dvorakovav@cgu.cz
420543429253, fax 420543212370

The election for the European Region 
is now finished, and below is a list of 
your current House of Delegate Mem-
bers.   I am very excited to see we have a 
representative group of delegates for our 
region.  If you are having problems or 
just need to ask a question please contact 
the delegate in you area for help.

One of the main functions of a delegate 
is to review individuals for membership.  
Right now, membership is much in de-
bate.  The two that are most controversial 
are Active and Associate membership. In 
this newsletter, I want to address what is 
currently in the bylaws.  Reviewing what 
is a member and how you can become 
one. 
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DELEGATES

Bruce Blake  Spain
bblakea@repsolypf.com

John Brooks United Kingdom
jrvbrooks@supanet.com

Jonathan Craig  Italy
jonathan.craig@agip.it

Vlastimila Dvorakova  Czech Republic
dvorakovav@cgu.cz

Jonathan Green  Switzerland
jonathan.green@ihsenergy.com

Michael Hauck  Germany
michael.hauck@wintershall.com

Alain-Yves Huc  France
a-yves.huc@ifp.fr

David Jenkins United Kingdom
jenkins@chartwood.com

Martin Jentch  Germany
martin.jentsch@exxonmobil.com

Sigrunn Johnsen Norway
sigrunn.johnsen@rwedea.com

Rafal Kudrewicz Poland
rafal.kudrewicz@pgnig.com.pl

Peter Lloyd  France
lloyd@rivieramail.com

Nikolai Lopatin  Russia
nlopatin@mtu-net.ru

Carol Lucas (Chairman) Switzerland
lucascjh@bluewin.ch

Hugo Matias  Portugal
hugo.matias@telefonica.net

Jeroen Peters  Netherlands
jeroen.peters@shell.com

Jonathan Redfern       United Kingdom
jonathan.redfern@manchester.ac.uk

Francois Roure  France
francois.roure@ifp.fr

current professional activity and standing 
in the profession which the Executive 
Committee can waive.

The following three paragraphs are 
where most of the controversy lies.  In 
addition for both the Active and As-
sociate categories, you must submit a 
formal application form authorized by 
the Executive Committee, signed by the 
applicant.  
For Active membership your application 
must be endorsed by not less than three 
individuals, two of whom need to be 
active members in good standing.  Each 
of your sponsors will also have to fill out 
a form.

For Associate you only need one Active 
member signature.

After the application is reviewed and 
accepted, the applicant’s name is then 
published.  After 60 days of being pub-
lished and no reason is presented that the 
applicant should not be accepted, you are 
notified of your election to membership.

Many Europeans in the AAPG have 
found themselves to be Associates and 
not Active members mostly because of 
the lack of available active members for 
sponsors.  This means you can not vote, 
run for office, be a committee chair, or, 
and this is the big sticking point, sponsor 
someone for membership and refer to 
themselves as being “Members” of the 
Association.

The good news is there are many people 
working on changing the above to make 
membership more efficient and easier 
to obtain.  However, the AAPG and its 
members have always enjoyed a good 
reputation, due in fact to our stringent 
procedures.  So it should be interesting to 
see what transgresses.

As always we are open for your com-
ments.  Review the list below, and make 
your comment to the delegate nearest to 
you.

In the next newsletter, I am hoping 
to have a report giving a summary of 
some of the ideas being debated on this 
subject.  I think the decisions here will 
have a great affect on our region.  Keep 
in mind any change in how we define 
membership requires bylaw changes and 
the House of Delegates are who actually 
make these changes.

If you are really interested in this subject, 
I suggest you read the bylaws which you 
can view on the AAPG website.  The fol-
lowing statements are paraphrasing the 
bylaws with the hope of making them a 
little clearer.

In the bylaws there are 5 types of mem-
berships, Active, Emeritus, Honorary, 
Students and Associates.  This time we 
will only review Active, and Associates.

In Section 2, “Definition of Term “Mem-
ber” is as follows:
“Unless otherwise expressly provided 
in these Bylaws, the term “member” 
shall refer only to Active, Emeritus, and 
Honorary Members. Only members may 
hold office, vote in Association affairs, 
sponsor membership applications, or 
refer to themselves as members of the 
Association.”

First we will discuss what it takes to 
qualify, and then what the applicant 
needs to do to apply for membership.

To qualify to be a “Member” you must 
be engaged in the practice or teaching of 
geology, hold a Bachelor’s, Master’s or 
Doctor’s degree in a geological science 
from a college of acceptable academic 
standards and have at least 3 years expe-
rience if you have a bachelor’s degree, 
2 with a Master’s and 1 with a Doctor’s.  
There are some degree waivers in place 
based on current professional activity 
and standing in the profession which the 
Executive Committee can waive.

To be an Associate you must have gradu-
ated from a college with acceptable aca-
demic standards, and employed in a field 
associated with geology.  There also are 
some degree waivers in place based on 

Continued on page ��

Continued from page ��
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Newsletter Next Issue

Students Section

Advertisements

ALTERNATES
The alternates have two very important 
jobs.  First, if a delegate can not com-
plete his/hers three year term, an alter-
nate will be selected to finish the term.  
Secondly, if a delegate can not attend the 
national convention, than an alternate is 
asked first to fill the position.

Wolfgang Nachtmann Austria
Martin Fleckenstein Germany
John Dolson  Russia
Steve Veal United Kingdom
Tony Grindrod United Kingdom
Francisco Porturas Norway

The next newsletter will be issued 
December 1, 2006.  All text and images 
must be submitted by November 10th if 
you would like it to be published in the 
December issue.  Because I am going on 
holiday, I must insist on this submit date.  

Continued from page ��

No information was sent in on this sec-
tion.

If you have information that you would 
submit, please send it to the Editor.

Letter from the Editor

Distinguished Lecturers
& Speakers

Join me in welcoming Carol McGowen 
to AAPG.

Carol Cain McGowen joins the staff of 
AAPG as Sections & Regions Manager.  
She will serve as the primary liaison 
between AAPG Headquarters and the 
six U.S. sections and six international 
regions of AAPG.  This position evolved 
from a need to provide a dedicated staff 
person who is directly responsive to 
member requests and information needs.  
The position is also designed to encour-
age an exchange of best practices within 
the global geoscience community.

Carol holds a Bachelor of Geoscience 
degree from the University of Tulsa and 

No information was sent in on this sec-
tion.

If you have information that you would 
submit, please send it to the Editor.

has nearly 10 years of Mid-Continent oil 
and gas industry experience.  In addition, 
Carol brings considerable experience in 
non-profit management and international 
awareness including travel to Europe, 
Latin America, and Africa.  

In September, Carol will travel to the 
region to assist with preparations for 
opening the new AAPG European Of-
fice in London.  Says Carol, “I am very 
enthusiastic about the potential of the 
London office to provide educational 
programming and member services to 
the European Region.  In the coming 
months, I look forward to meeting and 
working with the Region’s officers and 
members, whether via email, in London 
or at the AAPG International Conference 
and Exhibition in Perth.”

Beginning with the December 1st 2006 
European Region Newsletter, paid adver-
tisements will be accepted.

All art work and copy must be received 
no later than November 10th for the 
December issue.

By the middle of September, cost 
schedules and instructions for art work 
and copy can be found at the following 
website:
www.aapg.org/international/europe/
newsletters/advertise.cfm

Please send your advertisment to Carol 
Lucas, Editor, at lucascjh@bluewin.ch.

Please send your information to Carol 
Lucas, Editor, at lucascjh@bluewin.ch.

Remember the next issue will be accept-
ing paid ads.  You can get advertising 
information from the following website 
after the middle of September: www.
aapg.org/international/europe/newslet-
ters/advertise.cfm.

AAPG Memoir 84 Cover, see page 4 for more information.
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