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								Explorer Article
								By David Brown

							


						
							Lower Drilling Costs Drive Increased Offshore Exploration
						
 







						Add the offshore sector to the much-improved outlook for oil and gas. If current projections are correct, offshore activity should be getting a major boost, starting later this year. This expected rebound has more to do with sharply lower drilling and production costs than with higher oil prices.
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								Explorer Division Column DEG
								By Christopher D. Walker,Don Clarke

							


						
							The World Has Changed, Let’s Change With It
						
 







						President Joe Biden, upon taking the reins of leadership, made it very clear that he is going to focus on clean energy and preserving the environment. On day one, he cancelled the permits for the Keystone XL Pipeline cross-border oil transportation project. The president forgot that pipelines are cheaper and safer than rail and trucks. Canada may as well ship their oil to Asia. We are and will remain in need of hydrocarbons for transportation well into the future. A healthy oil industry will be needed as we transition to clean energy sources.
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								Explorer Director’s Corner
								By David Curtiss

							


						
							Onward to New Beginnings
						
 







						Later this month here in the Northern Hemisphere, we’ll enjoy the spring equinox and with it the passing of winter to spring. For those of us here in North America, particularly our members in Texas who recently experienced a polar vortex accompanied by snow, ice and freezing temperatures, this transition is welcome. With spring comes new beginnings and that, too, is welcome. The concerns of COVID have not vanished, but as vaccinations roll out across the globe, we glimpse the possibility of recovery. I am hopeful.
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								Explorer Division Column EMD
								By Ursula Hammes

							


						
							EMD Outlook for 2021
						
 







						Happy new year to all Energy Minerals Division and AAPG members! T.S. Eliot wrote, “For last year’s words belong to last year’s language, and next year’s words await another voice. And to make an end is to make a beginning.” Therefore, I am focusing on the exciting future outlook in energy minerals and not dwelling on the past year that has been painful to many of us on a personal and professional level.


					
					

						

						American Association of Petroleum Geologists (AAPG)
						Added on 01 February, 2021

				
	
					
                     
					
						
							

							

								[image: AAPG]
							

						
					
 
					
							
								Explorer Historical Highlights
								By Gustavo Coronel

							


						
							Chevron in Ecuador
						
 







						In February 2011, the court in the small Ecuadorian town of Lago Agrio sentenced Chevron Corporation to pay $9.3 billion to a group of about 30,000 Ecuadorian residents of the Amazonian region where Texaco, later acquired by Chevron, had been producing oil for 26 years. The trial was the stuff of which Hollywood movies are made. This legal saga combined fundamental environmental issues, political intrigue, judicial corruption, corporate greed and cliff-hanging courtroom drama. Above all it unveiled the tragedy of a young and brilliant U.S. lawyer who felt he could obtain big money from a giant oil corporation while becoming a hero for the underdogs of this world.
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								Explorer President’s Column
								By Rick Fritz

							


						
							Predicting the Future and How It Impacts AAPG
						
 







						I went to a talk years ago by a speaker who was introduced as a “futurist” for his ability to predict. I’ve always wanted the title of “futurist,” but I’ve not earned it. I’ve been reading a lot of predictions for 2021 from various magazines, papers and blogs. Now I’m as close to a futurist as I will ever get, so here are a few predictions from the experts (I agree with) and how they may impact AAPG.
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								Explorer Foundation Update
								By Jasper Oshun,Kristina Keating,Margaret Lang

							


						
							Student-Led Water Development in the Andean Puna
						
 







						Bonanza en los Andes” was a two-year Geoscientists Without Borders-funded project focused on the Andean community of Zurite, Perú. Bonanza was designed around three interconnected themes: a community-based irrigation canal development project, a hydrogeologic investigation of water resources in the understudied Andean puna, and an educational program designed to train students in multidisciplinary research to bridge gaps between science and society. 
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								Explorer Article
								By Barry Friedman

							


						
							The 'War for Porosity' in the Appalachian Basin
						
 







						When it comes to the challenges and concerns of how to store the raw material hydrocarbons in the Appalachian Basin, we are at crunch time. According to Dan Billman, it is a conversation that should have already started.
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								Explorer Director’s Corner
								By David Curtiss

							


						
							The 'Epic Poem' of Evolving Global Oil Politics
						
 







						“A map is the greatest of all epic poems. Its lines and colors show the realization of great dreams.” – Gilbert H. Grosvenor
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								Explorer Division Column DEG
								By Don Clarke

							


						
							A Lesson from Big Bouton
						
 







						The environment is in your face this year. Here in Los Angeles, we had one of the clearest springs that I can remember. All because the COVID-19 virus resulted in a huge shutdown of most everything that took us outdoors. Come summer and the fires struck the western states. The air turned brown and the visibility went to nearly zero. It stayed that way all the way to summer’s end. This was a huge wakeup call on how sensitive the atmosphere is to changes brought about by aerosols. This brings to mind a story about the biggest tourist attraction in the greater Los Angeles area in the late 19th and early 20th century.
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								Workshop

							

								Abu Dhabi, UAE

								Monday, 27 May – Wednesday, 29 May 2024, 8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.


						
							2nd Edition: Geological Process-Based Forward Modeling
						
 







						In order to support the energy transition, optimizing exploration and production from complex stratigraphic-diagenetic conventional and unconventional plays remains highly important. At the same time, Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) poses new technological challenges that will impact both the industry and academia for decades to come.

This 2nd edition will present reviews and discuss technology developments in geological process-based forward modeling achieved during the last 2 years. New perspectives for future technology developments and implementation in industry workflows will be discussed and with the additional focus on CO₂ storage and other sustainability-related applications, the scope of the workshop will be considerably extended.
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								Online Traditional Course

							

								

								Tuesday, 1 January 2013, 12:00 a.m.–1:00 a.m.


						
							Leadership and Strategic Thinking For a Pandemic and Post-Pandemic World 
						
 







						In the span of a mere few months, the much of the world went from a state of exuberant self-actualization to the most primal level of survival (health, food, shelter) insecurity. Consequently, the world has changed. Shock change due to pandemic-triggered chain reactions, supply / demand and price instability, rapid technological innovation, new plays and changing markets, distributed teams and workforces, the powerful force of social media, shortages of technical expertise, and supply chain issues have come together to create new challenges and opportunities for leadership. We will analyze how the issues relate to the oil and gas business (exploration, development, oilfield services, support services, financial sector) and we will propose solutions for immediate real-world emergencies, together with longer term challenges.  In addition, we will evaluate what prominent thinkers and academics have written about leadership and strategic planning. 
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								Online e-Symposium

							

								

								Thursday, 19 May 2011, 12:00 a.m.–12:00 a.m.


						
							Shale Gas Prospectivity Case Study: Conasauga Shale, Black Warrior Basin, Alabama, USA
						
 







						This e-symposium presents and discusses the results of laboratory tests and research relating to determining shale prospectivity in general, and specifically in the Black Warrior Basin, Alabama.
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								Online e-Symposium

							

								

								Thursday, 10 May 2012, 12:00 a.m.–12:00 a.m.


						
							Genetic Sequences in Eagle Ford-Austin: Their Significance in Exploration and Development
						
 







						Recognition and Correlation of the Eagle Ford, Austin Formations in South Texas can be enhanced with High Resolution Biostratigraphy, fossil abundance peaks and Maximum Flooding Surfaces correlated to Upper Cretaceous sequence stratigraphic cycle chart after Gradstein, 2010.
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								Webinar

							

								Virtual Webinar

								Wednesday, 14 February 2024, 12:00 p.m.–1:00 p.m.


						
							Energy Industry Outlook 2024: What to Expect and Why Reports Often Underestimate U.S. Output
						
 







						This 2024 energy sector outlook will feature three discussions led by industry experts.

Join us for a webinar where industry experts will discuss annual forecasts of global upstream markets, well quality and activite levels, and why US oil output may be more favorable than current reports suggest.
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								Online e-Symposium

							

								

								Thursday, 17 February 2011, 12:00 p.m.–1:00 p.m.


						
							Siliclastic Sequence Stratigraphy: Application to Exploration and Production
						
 







						This presentation is designed for exploration/production geologists and geological managers or reservoir engineers. 
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								Online e-Symposium

							

								

								Tuesday, 16 August 2011, 12:00 a.m.–12:00 a.m.


						
							Green River Shales: Geochemical Basin Study
						
 







						The geochemistry of formation fluids (water and hydrocarbon gases) in the Uinta Basin, Utah, is evaluated at the regional scale based on fluid sampling and compilation of past records.
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								Online e-Symposium

							

								

								Thursday, 30 October 2014, 10:00 a.m.–11:00 a.m.


						
							Kerogen Maturity Determinations: New Techniques and Technologies
						
 







						Cross disciplinary workflows play an important part of successful characterization of shale reservoirs. This course discusses how the artificial kerogen maturity of organic-rich Green River shale affects the petrophysical, micro-structural, geochemical and elastic properties.
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								Online e-Symposium

							

								

								Thursday, 24 October 2013, 12:00 a.m.–12:00 a.m.


						
							Geomechanical Data from Petrophysical Logs
						
 







						This e-symposium will be introducing signal processing techniques as a means to maximize extracting geomechanical data from petrophysical logs.
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								Online e-Symposium

							

								

								Thursday, 11 February 2010, 12:00 a.m.–12:00 a.m.


						
							Predicting Gas Hydrates using Pre-stack Seismic data in Deepwater GOM
						
 







						Gas hydrates, ice-like substances composed of water and gas molecules (methane, ethane, propane, etc.), occur in permafrost areas and in deep water marine environments.
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								Online Traditional Course

							

								

								Wednesday, 1 January 2014, 12:00 a.m.–1:00 a.m.


						
							Strategic Decision-Making: Current Issues in the Oil Industry
						
 







						Learn to critically evaluate current issues that can impact growth and sustainability of oil and gas ventures.
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								DL Abstract
								By Alex Simms

							


						
							Interactions Between Ice Sheets and Relative Sea Levels: Lessons From Antarctica and NW Scotland
						
 







						Local sea-level changes are not simply a function of global ocean volumes but also the interactions between the solid Earth, the Earth’s gravitational field and the loading and unloading of ice sheets. Contrasting behaviors between Antarctica and Scotland highlight how important the geologic structure beneath the former ice sheets is in determining the interactions between ice sheets and relative sea levels.



					
             		Request a visit from Alex Simms!
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								DL Abstract
								By Jennifer Wilcox

							


						
							The Role of Carbon Capture in Meeting Net-Zero Carbon Goals
						
 







						President Biden has laid out a bold and ambitious goal of achieving net-zero carbon emissions in the United States by 2050.  The pathway to that target includes cutting total greenhouse gas emissions in half by 2030 and eliminating them entirely from the nation’s electricity sector by 2035.

The Office of Fossil Energy and Carbon Management will play an important role in the transition to net-zero carbon emissions by reducing the environmental impacts of fossil energy production and use – and helping decarbonize other hard-to abate sectors.
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