
SEPTEMBER 2006

Dear Delegates:

We are well into a new
AAPG year, and first of
all I want to thank the
HoD committee chairs,
vice chairs, and com-
mittee members, who
have stepped forward

to fill this very important function for the
well being of AAPG.You are GREAT! All
of the committees are up and running,
and while the AAPG Executive Commit-
tee had a vision of implementing the
many changes that have taken place in
the last two years, we have more!

It is vitally important to develop an intel-
ligent and noninvasive approach to
attracting international (region) mem-
bership into AAPG. If we do not facili-
tate this need, we will sink into an
ineffective “sleepy” association. This is
caused by an aging membership, and
reduced domestic (section) applica-
tions for membership. Somehow, we
must attract international (region)
members to join, and most importantly,
encourage them to be active.

The Constitution and Bylaws and Rules
& Procedures committees have already
dealt with issues that will be forwarded
to the HoD Executive Committee,
which consists of the president, presi-
dent-elect, and secretary/editor.

In August, the AAPG Advisory Council
recommended two additional initiatives
to the AAPG Executive Committee for
consideration and possible passing on
to the House for action. One deals with
graduated dues for the entire member-
ship of AAPG; the other deals with
changes to the petition candidate provi-
sions. You will be advised if either or
both of the proposals are moved from
EC to HoD.

I am asking each of you to fill out the
hardcopy of the survey inserted in the
August EXPLORER or complete the
survey at AAPG online by September
30th, and to commit to bringing two (2)
new people into AAPG during this year.

Let’s continue to make this Association
the very best! ◆

Letter from the Chair
Larry Jones, Chair 

Letter from the Editor
Jeannie Fisher Mallick, Editor 

Riding the park-n-ride
bus home from work, an
opportunity to complete
one of my job responsi-
bilities as an AAPG Dele-
gate to “report the
reactions and views of
members” was dropped
in my lap. A fellow AAPG

member I used to work with was, just like
me, saving gas and wear and tear on his
vehicle and nervous system by patronizing
mass transit.

I had recently e-mailed a personal
request to my former colleague and sev-
eral other folks, asking that they complete
the AAPG survey issued to all members
this past August. He had sent me back a
reply that he had taken the survey.

“Hi! Thanks for completing the AAPG sur-
vey”, I said.

He replied, “Well, I’m not too sure AAPG
will be happy to read what I think of the
organization when they receive it.”

“Why is that? Really, I said, tell me what
you’re thinking.”

He responded, “AAPG is too big to care
about what one person thinks. The Bul-
letin is too conservative and won’t print
articles presenting new ideas, the cost of
the Geocare Insurance is too high, and
we only do lip service to caring about the
ethics of our members. This past June,
when I received my dues statement, I
came within an inch of not renewing my
membership”.

My heart fell. This was a colleague I
respected and knew to be a strong con-
tributor to his science and profession, an
AAPG member since the 1970’s. What
could I say to make a difference?  I was
thinking, what about Datapages, the digi-
tal literature archive, the Annual Conven-
tions, and new initiatives, such as an
online jobs page and consultant referral
system that are in the works, to make the
AAPG more relevant to the membership?
I thought of Executive Director, Rick Fritz,

Continued on page 2

Letter from the Chair-Elect
Marty Hewitt, Chair-Elect

I would like to begin by thanking you for providing me with this
opportunity to serve the House of Delegates and AAPG. I look for-
ward to working together with you over the next two years as we
represent our local societies, Sections and Regions in addressing
the legislative challenges facing our Association.

I would also like to extend a warm welcome to all of the new Dele-
gates beginning their three year terms and welcome back and
thank Delegates continuing their terms. Please make your plans

now to attend our annual meeting scheduled for April 1, 2007 in beautiful Long
Beach, California. I had the pleasure of visiting Long Beach last November for the
House mid-year meeting. I know you and your family will have a wonderful time
at the meeting. I look forward to seeing you there!

I encourage both new and returning Delegates to review the Delegate information
packet that was mailed to you in August. The packet contains:

• Contact details on your fellow Delegates & Alternates in your local society

Continued on page 2
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who has done much to modernize the organization and his
search to find a sponsor for student dues to encourage young
people to join AAPG. I thought of all my fellow Delegates and
AAPG Officers that care enough to volunteer their time and
skills to improve and guide AAPG. I thought of the great sup-
port I have always received from dedicated people at head-
quarters in Tulsa. AAPG is unique among geoscience
societies in that we have a legislative body of members with
a voice in determining our direction. No society is perfect, but
we can have perfect ideals to aim for.

There was no denying that my friend had in a few sentences
summarized difficult issues that have been in the minds of
many members for years. His disillusionment is not unusual.
Perhaps this is why at the end of August, only 500 AAPG
members had completed our annual opinion survey.

I felt that the existence of the survey and the interest I was
showing in my friend’s opinion addressed his first concern to
some degree. Not wishing to state the obvious, I attempted to
speak to his other comments.

“Yes, I said Geocare Insurance premiums are high, but the
coverage is excellent.” I mentioned another former colleague
we had in common, that passed away after a long battle with
cancer. He had told me before he died, that he had signed up
for Geocare upon retirement. During his long period of treat-
ment, he had never had a single problem with his insurance
coverage. “It took care of everything”. He had said.

I was stumped on what to say about the Bulletin. The AAPG
Bulletin is how petroleum geologists document and share the
results of their research and exploration efforts. Some day,

when I make that big discovery that opens up a new trend, I
hope the Bulletin will be there to accept my contribution to the
literature. I have no experience to speak from on the manner
in which articles are screened and edited for the Bulletin.
Should we as delegates consider investigating problems, real
or perceived, with how articles are handled that are submit-
ted for publication?  

Ethics is the elephant in the room which we cannot ignore but
would like to hope is at least tame. No one really believes that
all 30,000 members are behaving themselves. We have stan-
dards for screening potential members that are designed to
check into the quality of a person’s past conduct, such as
three sponsors who vouch for a candidate’s record with writ-
ten recommendations, but expulsion from the society for mis-
conduct, short of a felony conviction, is something AAPG
cannot do in a country held hostage by litigating attorneys.

By the time the bus arrived, I doubt I had changed friend’s mind
about what was “wrong” with AAPG. It isn’t that his observa-
tions were wrong at all, some were spot on. The real issue is
how he chose to act on them. I was reminded of a quote:

“One ship sails east,
Another west, 
On the self-same winds that blow.
It isn’t the gales;
It’s the set of our sails,
That determines the way we go.”

Thank you for your service as an AAPG Delegate, and con-
gratulations, you are part of the solution.

I look forward to serving as your 2006-2007 Secretary/ Editor.
◆

Letter from the Editor -  From page 1

Please send this message to as many AAPG members in your address book as pos-
sible. A personal invitation can mean the difference to a member who might otherwise
overlook completing our annual survey.
Hi,

AAPG wants your opinion! If you tell us what you consider important, the delegates and committees can do a better job
of making AAPG the society you want it to be.

The August issue of the EXPLORER included a paper copy of the survey, or, you can complete it online. A few minutes
of your time can have impact for years to come.

Please take this brief survey by September 30th.

Please go to http://dhse.net/aapg

Enter the password: ux2yb

• Contact details for the 2006-2007 House Officers & Commit-
tee Chairs

• Delegate Job Description
• Rules & Procedures of the House
• Constitution & By-Laws of the Association
• Active, Associate & Student Membership Applications
• Brochures from our Divisions & AAPG outlining member

benefits
• AAPG Recruitment Reward & Recognition Program

Use this information to familiarize yourself with the responsibil-
ities of your role and to help promote this wonderful Association
of which we are members. Set a goal for yourself this term to
try and recruit at least one new member to the Association.

I would also ask that you consider stepping up from your cur-
rent Delegate role and join one of the House Committees.
The work is interesting and rewarding and the friendships and
contacts you make are invaluable. Please contact myself,
Larry or Jeannie if you would be interested in serving on a
committee. ◆

Letter from the Chair-Elect-  From page 1



OFFICERS
NAME SECTION/REGION TELEPHONE E-MAIL ADDRESS
Larry Jones -  Chair Gulf Coast - Houston, TX 1.281.493.1022 ljones1239@houston.rr.com
Marty Hewitt, Chair-Elect Canada - Calgary, AB 1.403.699-6092 marty_hewitt@nexeninc.com
Jeannie Mallick, Secretary/Editor Gulf Coast - Houston, TX 1.832.204.2765 jfmallick@sbcglobal.net

CONSTITUTION & BYLAWS COMMITTEE
NAME SECTION/REGION TELEPHONE E-MAIL ADDRESS
David Hawk - Chair Rocky Mountain - Boise, ID 1.208.389.7306 david.hawk@simplot.com
Paul Hoffman - Vice Chair Gulf Coast - Houston, TX 1.713.783.7880, x230 phoffman@coxperkins.com
Gary S. Grinsfelder Gulf Coast - Houston, TX 1.281.463.0569 ggrinsfelder@opex.cc
Marty Hewitt Canada - Calgary, AB 1.403.699.6092 marty_hewitt@nexeninc.com
Carroll Kinney Mid-Continent - Edmond, OK 1.405.232.7770 mdavis495@aol.com

RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE
NAME SECTION/REGION TELEPHONE E-MAIL ADDRESS
Peter M. Lloyd - Chair Europe - Falicon, France 33-4-9398-0194 lloyd@rivieramail.com
Paul W. Britt - Vice Chair, US Gulf Coast - Sugar Land, TX 1.281.494.3155 pbritt@texplore.com
John Kaldi - Vice Chair, Intl Asia/Pacific - Adelaide, SA, Australia 61.88.303.4291 jkaldi@asp.adelaide.edu.au
K. Lee Avary Eastern - Morgantown, WV 1.304.594.2331 avary@geosrv.wvnet.edu
Jeffrey A. Jones Southwest - Albany, TX 1.325.762.3353 jeffjones@wtconnect.com
Kay L. Pitts Pacific - Bakersfield, CA 1.661.665.5506 klpitts@aeraenergy.com

RULES AND PROCEDURES COMMITTEE
NAME SECTION/REGION TELEPHONE E-MAIL ADDRESS
George R. Bole - Chair Gulf Coast - Houston, TX 1.281.870.8716 grbole@sbcglobal.net
Steve Sonnenberg- Vice Chair Rocky Mountain - Golden, CO 1.303.607.3490 ssonnenberg@kmg.com
Paul W. Britt Gulf Coast - Sugar Land, TX 1.281.494.3155 pbritt@texplore.com
Royce Carr Gulf Coast - Mount Pleasant, TX 1.903.572.3600 royce_carr@sbcglobal.net
Robert D. Cowdery 1.316.267.9030 sbc@southwind.net
Mary E. Dowse Rocky Mountain - Silver City, NM 1.505.538.6352 dowsem@email.wnmu.edu
Bob Lindblom Pacific - Menlo Park, CA 1.650.854.6954 rglgeo@aol.com

NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE
NAME SECTION/REGION TELEPHONE E-MAIL ADDRESS
Jeannie Mallick -  Secretary/Editor Gulf Coast - Houston, TX 1.281.580.9414 jfmallick@sbcglobal.net
Paul W. Britt Gulf Coast - Sugar Land, TX 1.281.494.3155 pbritt@texplore.com
Valary Schulz 1.972.371.5234 vschulz@matadorresources.com

HONORS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE
NAME SECTION/REGION TELEPHONE E-MAIL ADDRESS
Mark Rainer - Chair Southwest - Dallas, TX 1.214.446.0890 mrainer@arcadiae-p.com
Larry H. Wickstrom - Vice Chair Eastern - Columbus, OH 1.614.265.6598 larry.wickstrom@dnr.state.oh.us
John Griffin Mid-Continent - Lincoln, NB 1.402.472.4632 jgriffi@uninotes.uni.edu
Robert A. Phelps Canada - Calgary, AB 1.403.237.5163 bphelps@valiantenergy.ca
William S. Houston Rocky Mountain - Denver, CO 1.720.239.4367 bhouston@samson.com
Michael B. Hauck Europe - Kassel, Germany 49.561.301.1908 jmichael.hauck@wintershall.com
Royce Carr Gulf Coast - Mount Pleasant, TX 1.903.572.3600 royce_carr@sbcglobal.net
Deborah Sacrey Gulf Coast - Houston, TX 1.713.468.3260 dsacrey@auburnenergy.com
Bob Lindblom Pacific - Menlo Park, CA 1.650.854.6954 rglgeo@aol.com
Sarfaraz Siddiqui Asia-Pacific - Islamabad, Pakistan 92.51.229.9198 susiddiqui@petroconpak.com
Cesar A. Ardiles Latin America - Lima, Peru 51.1.345.1045 cesar_ardiles@hotmail.com

NOMINATION AND ELECTION COMMITTEE
NAME SECTION/REGION TELEPHONE E-MAIL ADDRESS
Ed Dolly - Chair Rocky Mountain - Denver, CO 1.303.825.3389 edolly@houstonexp.com
Mark Rainer Southwest - Dallas, TX 1.214.446.0890 mrainer@arcadiae-p.com
Bob Lindblom Pacific - Menlo Park, CA 1.650.854.6954 rglgeo@aol.com
John Kaldi Asia/Pacific - Adelaide, SA, Australia 61.88.303.4291 jkaldi@asp.adelaide.edu.a
John Hogg Canada - Calgary, AB 1.403.260.8313 jhogg@br-inc.ca
Brian D. Keith Eastern - Bloomington, IN 1.812.855.4213 keithb@indiana.edu
Peter M. Lloyd Europe - Falicon, France 33.4.9398.0194 lloyd@rivieramail.com
Royce Carr Gulf Coast - Mount Pleasant, TX 1.903.572.3600 royce_carr@sbcglobal.net
L.G. Joe Eubanks Gulf Coast - The Woodlands, TX 1.281.367.8697 jeubanks@prestonexpl.com
James S. McGhay Mid-Continent - Tulsa, OK 1.918.743.7575 jmcghay@aol.com

CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE
NAME SECTION/REGION TELEPHONE E-MAIL ADDRESS
Patrick Gooding - Chair Eastern - Paint-Lick KY 1.859.389.8810 gooding@uky.edu
Cand. HoD Chair-Elect
Cand. HoD Chair-Elect
Cand. HoD Sec/Editor
Cand. HoD Sec/Editor

MINUTES APPROVAL COMMITTEE
NAME SECTION/REGION TELEPHONE E-MAIL ADDRESS
Jeannie Mallick - Secretary/Editor Gulf Coast - Houston, TX 1.832.204.2765 jfmallick@sbcglobal.net
Cand. HoD Sec/Editor
Cand. HoD Sec/Editor

AAPG House of DelegatesAAPG House of Delegates
Officers and Committees - 2006-2007
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Member-at-Large, Dallas, TX

Member-at-Large, Wichita, KS
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Deadlines for 2006 - 2007 House of Delegates Business
Sep. 30, 2006 *Officer Candidates list to the HoD Chair.
Oct. 31, 2006 *Awardees list to the HoD Chair.

**Comments from EC, AC, Delegates and any designees regarding Bylaws amendments by resolution of the
HoD. (None from ’06 meeting.) 
Bios and photos of candidates and awardees need to be at Headquarters.

Nov. 30, 2006 *Count paid/Active members by society/region for delegate entitlement.
Dec. 01, 2006 Proposed Constitution and/or Bylaws changes, if published in the Explorer, need to be submitted for the

January issue.
Dec. 02, 2006 *Mid-Year meeting of officers, chairs and invitees, Houston, TX.
Dec. 20, 2006 Deadline to submit articles for January DV.
Jan. 01, 2007 **Proposed changes to the AAPG Bylaws must be with the HoD Chair.

(90 days) *If Explorer publication deadline was missed, an alternate means of publication must be made to the voting
membership.
*Proposed changes to the Rules & Procedures of the House must be in the hands of the Chair, HoD.

Jan. 31, 2007 *Proposed changes to the Rules & Procedures of the House must be mailed to the Delegates. (60 Days)

**If previous publication and mailing deadlines were missed, proposed changes to the Constitution must be sent
to the voting membership.

Feb. 19, 2007 Committee and Officer written reports need to be at Headquarters for printing.
Feb. 20, 2007 Deadline to submit articles for March DV.
Feb. 25, 2007 **Last day for mailing meeting agenda and pertinent enclosures to the Delegates. (35 days) 

Mar. 02, 2007 **Last day for mailing comments re proposed amendments to Delegates. (30 days) 
Mar. 17, 2007 * &**Names of appointed alternate delegates should be in Headquarters office. (15 days)
Mar. 31, 2007 Delegates Reception: Long Beach, California US
Apr. 01, 2007 Annual Meeting of the House of Delegates: Long Beach, California US
May 25, 2007 Deadline to submit articles for June DV.
May 31,  2007 *Minutes Approval Committee should have completed review and approval o f2007 minutes. (60 days)

***Last day to mail ballot to members re Constitution changes.
Note: Bylaws changes approved by the HoD are effective immediately and do not require a vote of the membership.
* HoD Rules & Procedures ** AAPG Bylaws *** AAPG Constitution (June 2006/dr)
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