
 American Association of Petroleum Geologists Statements 

As a professional, scientific association, AAPG is a credible source of information of interest to a wide spectrum of individuals. 
AAPG has a proud history of providing information to decision-makers and the public on matters concerning the science and 
profession of petroleum exploration. 

In this role, AAPG has given testimony before the U.S. Congress, provided information to lawmakers on a national, state and 
local level, and has adopted statements that the association believes are of importance. 

The following are the statements that are currently in effect. These were revised or added in June 2007 and will be reviewed 
periodically.  They can also be accessed at: http://dpa.aapg.org/gac/index.cfm 

Reformation of the Endangered Species Act 
Issue: Efforts to reform and reauthorize the Endangered Species Act (ESA) have been 

before Congress since 1992. For a variety of reasons, to date all efforts to 
achieve reauthorization of the ESA have failed. Congress and many interest 
groups and federal agencies acknowledge the need for substantial revision of the 
ESA. A compromise that will both protect endangered species and minimize the 
impact on private property has proved elusive. 

Background:  The Endangered Species Act of 1973 (Public Law. 93-205) marks a culmination 
of federal legislative initiatives in the 20th Century to preserve species 
considered endangered. The Lacy Act in 1900, prohibiting interstate commerce 
of state-banned wildlife products, was the first such effort by Congress. In 1966, 
it was the Endangered Species Preservation Act (P.L. 89-669) that first afforded 
protection to entire groups of threatened species. Prior to this century, wildlife 
conservation measures were largely the responsibility of individual states. 

Statement:  AAPG supports the reform of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (Public.Law 
93-205) to provide consistent and reasonable action for the preservation of 
endangered species while minimizing the potential adverse effects upon private 
property owners and impact upon industries dependent upon access to public and 
private lands for natural resource development. 


